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4 DECLARATION 
Of the Counissron of theGenetkrats 


ASSEMB LY, to this whole Kirk and Kingdome, 


- concerning the preſent publike proceedings 
rowards an engagement in Warre, ſo farre as 
Religionis therein concerned, 


OD onely wiſe, who is wor 7erfull in connſel and ex- - 
cellent in working, whoſe thoughts are not like mens | 

> thoughts, nor his wayes like mens wayes; Who ſome- 
| times by weak and unlikely meanes , and often by 
| contrary meanes, uſerh to work out the greateſt 
| Te works of his glory, and the greateſt ſalvation to his 
people : After he had broken the Egyptian Antichriſtian yoke, firſt 
in this, then in the neighbour-Kingdome, With a mighty hand and a 
ſtretched ont arm; and had alſo brought us through a yed Sea of a 
bloody oppofition and Warre ; yea, after we were near the wiſhed 
for Reformation and Peace, He hath againe reduced us to ſuch ex- 
treme difficulties and dangers, as makes many in their haſte apt ts 
wiſh they had not come out of Egypt, or that they were returned 
thither againe. How great and how many ſoever our dangers be, 
The Lord ts ri ghteous in all his wayes, and holy in all his Works, and he 
hath paniſhed 1 leſſe then onr iniquities deſerve, Among many 0- 
ther provocations, that of Sinfu}l compliance is one, which the pre- 
ſent judgements of God in both Kingdomes do more eſpecially and 
more diſtinly proclaime and ſpeak out (Eccho-wiſe) unto us. Se- 
#aries in the one hand, and 44/ignants in both, were lo much con- 
nived at and complied with, that God hath moſt juſtly made them 
on both fides to be thorns and fcourges to theſe that cheriſhed them 
when they ſhould have ſuppreſſed chem. But as we will beare the 
indignationef the Lord, becauſe we have ſined againſt him: So we 
A 2 encourage, 


- 


2 | 
enconrage our ſelyes in-our God, and truſt, that when he hath hum- 


Bleſſed are they that wait for him, and live by faith; and keeptheir 
]arments clean, for they ſhall ſee the good of Feruſalem , and peace 
#pon Iſrael.. Yea, God ſhall work ſo much good out of all the great- 
eſt evils which now afflit them, that they (hall ſay in end.,, We had 


periſhed, unteſſe we had periſhed ; and the work of God had not 


been done,if it had not been undone. | 


-” It is one door of hopeto us, that God- hath raiſed up the ſpirits 


of many of his ſervants in divers places and: Provinces of England, 
to Joyne together in witneſſing a good confeſſion, and giving a. fair 
publike teſtimony. for the truth'of Chriſt, for the Covenant, for the 


Presbyterial Government, and againſt that abominable Toleration. 


of moſt dangerous Errors, Hereſies and Schiſmes, Theſe 7eſtime- 
nies We have ſeen to our great joy and comfort, and have beene 
much refreſhed thereby ; truſting, that ſo. many publike Teſtimos 
nies as have been given in both Kingdomes for the Covenant, and 
againſt the Tokeration of Herelie or Schiſme , ſhall not be in vaine, 
but that Godſhall lay open thoſe that reſiſt the truth, ſo as they hall 
proceed no- further, but their folly ſhall be made maniſeſt unto all 
men.. And we not doubt, but that ſuch ſhoutings ſhall ' be heard 
among the Churches of Chriſt : Shame, ſhame upon the way of the 
SeQaries!Gface, grace upon that Covenant and Reformation which 
the Series oppoſed ! | - 

Our preſent work is at kome, To give an Antidote apainſt theſe 
Malignant deſignes now brought: to ſo much maturity : and withall 
to clear our owne hte Proceedings, which ſome are content to miſ- 
underſtand, except they alſo miſrepreſent-them to-as many others as 
they can; yea tome are ſo skilful in coyning, others fo bold in out. 
ing, and a third ſort ſo weak and fimple1n believing lies and calum- 


nies, that euery conſcientious man- hath cauſe to pray at this time.. 


Deliver my ſoul”, O: Lord, from lying lips. aud from- a deceitfull 
tongue, 

, * may therefore lay more open thetrath of matters, we 
thall not now ſofarre runne the'back-trade, as to inſift upon the riſe 
an4 progreſle of theſe preſent evils, nor upon.the grounds of our 
former feares and apprehenfions of dangerous and malignant de- 
ſignes heretofore on foot : {t ſhall be ſutticient at this time to make 
known the late Paſlages, fince we received His. Majeſties Letter da- 


bled and'proved his people,he will do them good in their latter end.. 


ted: 


ted at Cari*brook Caſtle, December 27. 1647. together with a Nar- 
rative in writing of his Majeſties conceſſions and: ofters concerning 
Religion, and what his Majeſtic is content to do for this Kingdome' 
(»pon a good agreement) under which expreſſion we know not how 
munch may be comprehended. That Letter and Narrative, together 
with the reports which then this Kingdome was full of, that his- 
Majeſty had given fatisfaRion to the publike deſires concerning the. 
Covenant and Religion (thereby to make the people ſecure, and the 
better to animate them unto an engagement in his Majeſties quar- - 
rel) did miniſter occafion to our late Declaration, which although 
extremely oppoſed and rraligned by ſuch as found their projects: 
thereby croſſed, yet hath found ſuch generall and good acceptance 
in this Kirk of Sco:/and, that we have already received not onely 
from divers Presbyteries, but from the moſt part of the Provinciall 
Synods, moſt affeRtionate Letters of thanks for the ſame ; as name- 
ly from the Provinciall of Lothian and T weddale, Eyffe, Menſe, and: 
T iviotdail, Perth and Stirlin, Angus and Mernes, Glaſgowand eAir,. 
Dumfrets, Galloway, and eAberdeen :And we doubt nor but that the 
few other -Proyincials would have done the like, but that being in 
more remote places, they had not the opportunity to be ſo ſoon ac- 
quainted with the condition of publike attairs. | 

Not long after the emitting of that Declaration, we were deſi- 
red, upon the 15 of March, by the Committee of Parliament to ap- 
point ſome of our number to conferre with their Lordſhips, which' 
we did : But upon the 17, of that moneth, underſtanding that a 
Vote had paſt in Parliament upon the 16, concerning Berwick and: 
Carlile, (which Vote as it was difſented from and proteſted againſt 
by divers Members of Parliament who have beene moſt zealous 
and conſtant ſince the beginning, ſo we conceived to be a predeter- 
mining of the ſubje& of the Conference, and to be of exceeding 
dangerous conſequence to the cauſe of God and ends of the Cove- 
nant) We were thereupon diſcouraged from entertaining that-Con- 
ference, and ſo reſolved to. delay it. till we ſhould give fu: ther Or- 
der to thoſe of our Number appointed on the Conference. 

Afrer this, upon the 22. of arch, we did, for our owne exo- 
neration, and fora cleare underſtanding between the. Honourable 
Court of Parliament and us,repreſent to their Lordſhips,cight hum- 
ble.deſires, whereupon the ſame day we were invited to a new cor-- 
ference with ſome of their. Lordſhips which did.-nor produce the 
wiſhed. 


(6 
wiſhed effe&t and ſatisfaction which ... 38 waiting for, Upon the 
28.0f March we received the Parliaments anſwers to our eight De- 
ſires, which leaving us tilt unſatisfied, did occaſion our humble Re- 
preſentation of March 29. whereunto we received no other aniwer, 
buta deſire of Parliament ſent us the next day, for a conference up- 
.on our ſaid Deſires, and the » arliaments anſwer thereunto, and alſo 
-upon the ſtate of the Queſtion and whole matter. But as we were 
willing to conferre upon our 8 deſires, and the unfatisfaRorineſſe of 
the yarliaments anſwers thereunto, ſo till we ſhould receive a cleer 
and rea!l fatisfation to theſe our defires, we Derlined a Confe- 
rence upon the ſtate of a Queſtion for Warre, for the grounds and 
reaſons expreſled in our paper of the 3o of Afarch, and did ac- 
cordingly give order to thoſe of our number appointed to conferre, 
But the power given to the Committee of Parliament, contain- 
ing nothing of further ſatisfa&ion tobe given to our deſires, that 
their Conference (after ſome time ſpent in debates) proved no leſfe 
ineffeQuall chenthe former two, | | 
Upon the 11. e-Lpri/, It was Ordered by the Parliament, that the 
demand concerning Religion, thought fit by their Lordſhips to be 
ſent to the Parliament of £»y/and, ſhould be communicated unto 
us : whereunto we returned an anſwer by our Paper of the 13.0f that - 
moneth. And that we might leave no meanes uneſſayed for ſatiſ- 
faction mn thoſe particulars, (wherein moſt part of the Provincial 
Synods hath joyned with us in ſupplications to the Parliament) 
* without which, niany others, as well as our ſelves; could not be fa- 
tisfied in conſcience to concurre in the Engagement) We did by 
our Petition of the 18. further infift withtheir Lordſhips in all hu- 
mility and earneftneffe for ſatisfa&ion to our deſires, and to be clea- 
red upon the whole matter. Unto all which we have received no 
other anſwers for the ſatisfaRion of our conſciences, but the Paper 
delivered in to us from the Parliament upon the.20. of April, toge- 
ther with their Lordſhips Declaration, unto which we were remitced 
for fatisfaRtion in moſt things we had deſired,But how great reaſon 
we haveto be ſtill unſatisfied, will appeare by our Antwer to their 
Lordhips paper of the 20.” of April, and by our humble Repreſenta-/ 
i121 upon the Declaration it ſelfe, expreſſing more fully our lenſe of 
the whole matter : and although we might have juſtly defired ſome 
weeks for deliberation about an Anſwer to ſo large and 'ſo premedi- 
tatea Declaration concerning things of ſo high a nature, yet we 
made 


SN 
I® 


made much haſte, that our Repreſentation thereupon was fnlly agreed 
and concluded among us upon the eight day after we received 
the Declaration it (elfe. [Eine 

If the- Honourable Eſtates of Parliament had been pleaſed to de- 
lay the ſending away of their demandsto England, and the publiſh- 
ing their Declaration to this Kingdom, till they had received and 
conſidered our Humble Repreſentation thereupon , We know not 
but ir might bave,- by the bleſſing of God, . conduced, much to the 
preventing of great andſad inconveniences. But, now their Lord- 
ſhips Declaration being emitted as itis , we-havetoo mnch cauſe to. 
feare, that the Malignant party ſhall make uſe of it ro theen- 
ſnaring of many, unleſſe timous warning and information be given 
them. For our part, it hath been our endeavour ( which we are 
confident is deſired with us by all the well-aftefed both in Church 
and State ) that there may be no rapture in this Nation, but a firme 
union and conjunaion upon the firſt principles and grounds of en- 
aging in this cauſe. And as wehave not been tenacious of words, 
but of things, nor of any other things but ſuch as highly concerne 
the glory of God, ſolemn Covenants, and the; good, fafety, and ſe- 
curity of Religion : :ſo we ſhallbeblameleſle before God , Angels 
and men, of all theevils, diſtractions and confuſions, which may fol- 
low upon or be occaſioned by the not iatisfying of ſo juit and necef{- 
fary deſires. 

And now for the reſult of the whole buſines : As we were before, 
and ſtill are ready to conſent and agree to the engaging & aQting in 
war,if we were fatisfyed in our conſciences concerning the grounds 
of undertaking,and the means and ways of proſecuting the ſame,and 
concerning the other particulars contained in our Papers preſented 
tothe Parliament :So not being fſatisfyed in thole,nd looking upon 
the war as it ts now ſtated , matters ſtanding as they do, and the 
whole complex buſinefle taken together, We cannot but (with all 
dutifull reſpe&t & honour both to his Majeſty and to the Eſtates of 
Parlia.) plainly diſſent and differ from the ſame,being ſo far from a. 
cleer ſatisfaRion in our conſciences concerning, the lawfulnefſe and 
neceſſity ofa War, upon the grounds and in the manner exprefledin 
the Declaration of Parliamenr, that contrariwiſe we are cleerly per- 
ſwaded in our conſciences, it is an engagement of moſt dangerous 
conſequence to the true reformed Religion ,. both in DoQtine, Di- 


ſcipline, Worſhip ond Government ,. prejudiciall to. the due inte- 
reſt 


(8): 
reſt and liberty of the Kirk ; favourable and advantagious to the 
Popith, Prelaticall, and Malignant party : inconſiſtent with the unt- 
on ofthe Kingdom, . and the farisfaRion of the! Presby terian party 
in England; and therefore contrary to theWord of God,to the S0- 
lemn Covenants, firſt Principles and publique Profeſſions of this 
Kirk andKingdom,and a-remedy worſe then the diſeaſe,and a courſe 
whereupon we cannot expe a bleſfiag from God, For which rea- 
ſons { expreſed more fully and particularly in our Repreſentation 
upon the late Declaration of Parliament ) we cannot in our conſct- 
ences alloWeirher Miniſters in their places and callings, or any 0- 
thers whatſoever, to:concurre and cooperate in the Engagement : 
bur truſt, that all that have in them true tendernefſe of conſcience, 
and tremble at the Word of God, will by his grace and aſſiſtance 
keep chemſelvs unſpotted and free in this buſines, and will chooſe af» 
fliction rather then iniquity, and take theirhazard of ſuffering ra- 
ther then of ſin, believing chat the wrath of man ſhall curne to the 
Praiſe of God, and the remainder of wrath He will reſtrais, 4 
-* Weknow there is much zeale pretended for the ends of theCove- 
nant, uniformity of Religion, fuppreflion of SeAaries, and the:like : 
But the more pretence be made of Religious ends., the. Malignant 
deſignes varnifhed and painted therewith are unto God and good 
men ſo much the more hatefull : Noth the ſame fountain ſend forth 
both ſweet water and bitter > Or how can true zeale againſt Sea 
ries, lodge in one brealt with/zeal for Malignants? Beſides, if Reli- 
g10n and the Glory of God be now chiefly aimed at, what meanech 
che refuſing-of that ſatisfa&tion and ſecurity which hath been deſired 
for Religion ?  Andif therebe ſuch. zeal againſt SeQtariesin the.En-: 
gagement, what meant it, that not long ago, when the dangers of 
the true Reformed Religion in this Kirk , from the prevalent party: 
of Series in Exg/and were remonſtrat by-us to the honourable 
Committee of Eſtates ; it was pleaded by ſome, who now are molt 
ative and forward for an Engagement that this Kirk and Kingdom 
Was in no ſuch danger from the SeRtaries in England and the Army. 
chere, as might be any cauſe of not disbanding the Army 1n this 
Kingdom, Andis this candid or faire dealing, to extenuat or ele- 
vat dangers from SeQaries, ſo as may beſt ſerve mens preſent buſt- 
nefſes? Or it the defign at that time was to disbatnd that Army, as 
to make up another of their own modelling, why was this ſomuch 
diſclaimed when mentioned among our feares and apprehenſionsin 
: Our 


our Romonſtrance,  O&oþ. 13.2 HoweveT it ſeems the thing then - 
Guſpe&ed is now begun to be ated , and it is too aparent that our 
former feares were not without ſome real. ground,;;;. - -— + .- = 

| Asto any calamnies oraſperſions caſt upon our: proceedings by 
Malignant and diſaffeted perſons : As our conſciences before God, 
fo the very courſe of our proceedings before.men doth cleerely wipe 
them off, And becauſe we have here onely ſummarily pointed at 
things, we ſhall for the cleerergunderſtanding of all, refer to the ſe- 
verall Papers themſelves herewithall publiſhed and made known-to 
all the -people of God inthis Land, that they may prove all things, 
and hold faft that Which s good, We do not doubt but upon a ſerious 
ſearch into the parriculars,al that do ingeniouſ]y ſeek after ſatisfaCi- 
on ſhall find it; And asit will appeare by the particular Papers, that 
we have not medled wich Civil buſineſſes, bur only with ſuck things 
as meerly concern the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion ; So we leave 
it to the conſciences of all the wel-affeed inthe Land , whether 
they will give more credit and belief to” the profeſſions and infor. 
mations of fuch as were ſtrangers and enemies to the work and 
cauſe of God in the beginning, or of thoſe who have given conſtant 
and real proof of their integrity in this cauſe from the beginning ? 
We truſt, God will diſcover more and more the myſtery of Malig- 
nancy now ſo ſtrongly working ;- manifeſt the innocency and fince- 
rity of his ſervants; deliver his people out of the preſent ſnares 
and-guid them in aright and ſafe way : which afterwards ſhall be 
no griefe of heart, but matter of peace aud comfort unto-them, 

A. KER, 


SRL NERENEIENERE HENENENESEDZAEG T2 
1 he Parliaments Anſwer to the Declara- 


tion of the Commiſſion of the General af- 
_ © * * femblyof the firſt of March, 


; | 9. Martii. 1648, _ rid 
The Declaration of the Commiſſion of the Generali Aſſembly produced 
by 24r. Robert Dowglas accompanied with divers of the Miniſtry: 
.and Ruling, Elders, read in audience of the Parliament... ©... 
He Eſtates of Parliament acknowledge, and takes. well the 
continuance of their correſpondence -in communicating this 

| B . counſel 


| (10) 
counſel{ oradviſe to- cthe* Parliament ;- and. remits the fame to be 
conſidered in their ſeverall bodies : but the Parliament. defires in 
the mean time, till the return of their anſwer (which they will do 
with all poſſible ſpeed) that the Commiſſioners of the Church 
would take no courſe for publiſhing or divulging the ſame. And de. 
clares that as they conceive, this offer of Councell from the Church 
ro the Parliament, doth not derogate from Parliamentary power 
2nd liberty : So by this delay 'or anfwer they do not mean any 
wayes to intrench-upon the priviledge due to the Church or Com- 
miſſion thereof : Their imention being meerly for preſervation of 
unity and good. correſpondence betwixt them: Zxerattur. 


Alex, Gibſon, (er. Regiſt. 


— — 
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Anſwer of the Commiſſion of the General aflem. 
bly ro che Parliaments Paper of the 9. of March. 


Edinburgh lo. Marti:,. 1648, 


== Commiſſion of the Generall Affembly, having this day re. 
ceived under the hand of the Clerk Regiſter, rhe deſire of the 
Honourable Court of Parliament, concerning their Declaration pre- 
ſented to their Honours yeſterday... | 


Da humbly retwrne this Anſwer. 


A Swe acknowledge it to be a great favour,, that the Honour 
Z X able Eftates of Parliament do take well the continuance of 
our correſpandence, in. communicating our counſel] and advice to 
their Honours; and that they profeſſe their intention for preſer- 
yation of Unity, and good correſpondence betwixt their Lordſhips 
and us, without intrenching any w_ upon” he Priviledge and lt- 
berties of the Kirk. So we arc neceflitate humbly to repreſent to- 
their Honours, thar.their deſire to us,. (to rake no courſe: for pabli- 
ſhing ordivulging the faid Declaration till the return-gf their An- 
wer) is ſuch that this Kirk hath not been formerly acquainted with 
the like : Neither can we be antwerable co the truſt pat, upon * by 


ST .* 
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God and the Generall Aſſembly, if we negle&or delay to emit and 


- publiſh this Declaratiow, unlefſe we had affurance ( which we have 


not ) that there ſhould be no danger to the cavſe by the delay : 
Otherwiſe we come under great guiltinefſe, if we negle to give 
timous and due warning not.only to their Honours,but alſo to the 
whok Kingdome, as God requires of Watchmenintime of evident 
danger : Which made us, as before in like caſes we have done, to 
reſolve upon the Printing of the ſaid Declaration before we knew 
any thing of their Honours defires for not publiſhing it. ; 
\-hus having exonered our own cdnſciences, We'humbly deſire their 
Honours £o reſt confident, that as we are carefull vo keep the liberry 
of the Kirk, ſo we ſhall be moſt unwilling to give to their Honours 
any cauſe of offence, | | 
> A. KE R. 


* 


The Diſſent and Proteſtation of ſome Members) of Parliament, 
upon the Vote of Parliament of the 16. March, concerning Berwick 
and Carlile. 


| Hereas we have earneſtly deſired and prefſed that no power 
'Y Y. be granted -to any Committee to do, ad, or order any 
thing which may engage this Kingdomein a Warre, before the Par- 
liamentc reſolve on'a Warre, and ſtate the cauſe and the ends there- 
of : It being in ear judgement, neither agreeable to the Oath of Par- 
liament, and tenour of Commiſſions from Shires and Burghs nor 
to the att of Parliament, 1640. againſt the Lords of the Articles, it 
being alſo of dangerous preparative, and much derogatory to the 
Liberties of the Kingdoms and Priviledges of Parliament : And moſt 
of allit being of exceeding dangerous conſequence to the cauſe of 
God, and the Ends of our Soletmn League and Covenant ; We do 
therefore diſfent from the granting of any ſuch power, and do pro- 
teſt, that we may not be included in any ſuch Vore or Reſolution, 
but may be free before God and man of all the guilrineſſe, prejudices 
and evils that may follow thereupon to the Cauſe, Covenant. and 
Religion, to thei Kings perſon and Authority, to this Kirk and 


Kingdome, or tothe YVnion betwext the Kingdoms, 


B 2  Edin- 


(12) | 


* Edinburgh 22« Marti, 1648, 


- TotheR ipht Honorable the Eſtates of 
Part IAMENT, The humble Deſires. of the 


Commillioners of theGeneral afſembly, 


Hereas we were deſired to-appoint a conference with fome 

"'V of your Lordſhips which did go: ontowards an agreement, 
till.ic was obſtructed by a Vote of Parliament of the 16. of this. in- 
ſtant; And having already ſhown by our Papers of the 17. and 20; 
the reaſons of our not proceeding in that conference, and that the 
cauſe was not in.us.:: We do now as the ſervants of eſis Chriſt, for 
our own exoneration, for preventing of miſtakes, and for a cleare 
underſtandingberween your Lordſhips and' us, repreſent theſe our 
| humble defires- which. we recommend to your Lordſhips ferious 

thoughts, | 
z 


, That the grounds and cauſes of undertaking. a,Warre- may be 
cleared: to be ſo juſt, as that all. who are well afteted: maybe ſatisfi- 
ed in the lawfulneſſe and neceſſity of the engagement, and that no- 
thing be aRted.in reference to a Warre, before the -lawfulneſſe of 
the Warre and ſtate of the Queſtion be agreed upon. 


IL. 


+ S 


{ T 


* That! as the breaches of the-Covenant by the prevalent party of 
Series are evident, ſo we defire and hope, thar. according to the 
Treaty it may be condiſcended upon;and declared by the parliment, 
what ace thoſe breaches of Peace which they take to be a ground of 
War, and'that reparation thereof may be foughr.. 


That there may be-no.ſuch quarrel.or. ground of the Waras may 
break the Union between-the: Kingdomes , or may diſcourage or 


diſoblige the Presbyterian -party in £-g/and who continue firme in 
adhering to the League and Covenant.. 
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T hat ifthe Popiſh, Prelaticall, or Malign.nt party ſhall again 
riſe in Armes, this Nation and their Armies may be ſo farre from 
joyning or aſſociating with them, that one the contrary they may 
oppule them and endeavour to ſuppreſſe them, as enimies to 
this Cauſe and Covenant on the one hand, as well as Sefaries on 


the other. 


V. 

Seeing your Lordſhifs undertaking ſhould be in the firſt place 
for Religion ; We dclire that his Majeſtics late Conceſſions, and 
offers concerning Religion. as they have been by the Church, ſo 
may be by the Parliament declared unfatisfatory, whereby your 
Lord(hips may give further evidence of the reality of your intenti- 
ons for the good and fatt; of Relipion, 

| VI. 

That your Lordſhips may be pleaſed not to fixor ſettle apon any 
fixch ſtate of a Queſtion, as doth not containe ſecurity to be had 
from his Majeſtie by bis. ſolemn Oath under his hand and ſeal, 
That he ſhall for Himſclfe and his Succeſſors, conſent and agree to 
As of Parliament enjoyning the League and Covenant, and fully 
eſtabliſhing Presbyterian-Government, Direfory of Worlhip, yd 
Confeſſion of Faith in all bis Majeſties Dominions, and. that his 
Majeſty ſhall never make oppolition to any of theſe, or endeavour 
any change thereof; And that this ſecurity be had from his Majeſty 
before his Reſtitution to the exerciſe of his Royall power, Which 
deſire we propone for no other end, but becauſe we cannot ſec how 
Religion, which hath been, and we truſt ſhall be, the principal. end 
ofall the undertakings of this Nation, can teotherwiſe ſecured, but 
that without thi: ſecurity, it iha l be left in very great hazard. 

Vil 


| That for the ſame end of ſecuring Religion (which is. profeſ- 
{ed to be the princip=l' cauſe. of engagement) and for ſecuring all 
other ends of the Covenant, ſuch perſons only inay be intruſted by 
your Lord(hips to be of you: Committees and Armies, as have 
given conſtant proote of their: integrity and faithfulneſle in this 
Cauſe, and againt whom there is no yuſt cauſe of exceptioa or jea= 
loulie;That fo we may the more:contidently encouraye our Flocks, 
and Congregations to follow the Cauſe of God in their hands, and. 
not to doubr of the fidelity of thoſe Who ſhall be entruſted by your 
Lordſhips. | VIIF 


OPIN £0 Fan. _ 

"That there may be no engagement without a Solemn Oath, 
wherein the Church may have che ſame intereſt which they bad in 
the Solemne Leaguz and Covenant, the Cauſe being the ſame, 


All which deſires being duely pondered by your Lordſhips in an 
equall balance, will we truſt be cobien and necefſary, and do 
nor doubr but fatisfa&ion from your Lordſhips therein may be 


'« happy and effetuall meanes, for facilitating the Race of the. 
Queſtion, and for uniting his Nation in an unanimous under» 
-takitg of ſuch duries, as are requiſite for the Reformation and 
defence of Religion, the Honour and Happinelſe of che King, the 

- Peace and faftyof the Kingdomee, A. 


KEZR. 


Edinb. 27. Marth, 1648. | 


Anſwers of Parliament to the Deſires 


of the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſeme 
bly repreſented by thernto the Partiamenr. 


'J He Eftates of Parliament now conveened in this firſt Seſſion of 

the ſecond Tfienniall Parliament, having conſidered the deſires 
ofthe Committioners of the Generalfl Aﬀembly, repreſemed to 
them. They. after full debate and conſideration concerning the 
fame for anſwer to the firſt defire. 

1; Declares that the grounds and cauſes of undertaking of war, 
ſhall be cleared to be ſo juſt, as that all who are well affected may 
be fatizfied in the lawfalnefſe and neceffity of the engagement. 
Anddeclares that they. will be very carefufl, that nothing be ated 
in reference to a warreduring the conference, and uncill the ſame 
be reported tothe Parliament. | 

2. item, For anſwer to the ſecond defire. The Eſtates of Parlia-: 
ment thinks fir, - that the breaches of the Covenant and Treaties be 
repreſented, And the ſeeking of Reparation, and the beſt rime and 
manner thereof contidered,and appoints the Commitree of rwenty 
foure,or ſuch of their number as they ſhall appoint to do the fame. 
3, -Item,For aniwer.to the third defire, The ſaid Eftates of Parlia- 
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ment. declares. that this Kingdome will be fo farre from making 
warre againſt the Kingdome of Ezg/and, That any engagement- 
they ſhall enter into, (hall be for firengthening the union berwixt 
the Kingdomes, And for encouraging the Presbyterians and well- 
affeced in Englard. | SD 

4. Item,For anſwerto the fourth deſire, The Eſtates of Parliament 
agrees to the ſubſtance and matter of this fourth delire. And re- 
mits to theſe who are to be upon the conference for ſtating the 


_ queſtion, to explaine the ſame. 


5. /tem, To the fift deſire. The Eſtates of Parliament for anſwer 
to this deſire, declares, That upon the agreement on the haill 


- matter and ſtate of the queſtion, they will declare his Majeſties con- 
 ceſſions, concerning Religion not to be ſatisfaory. 


6. Item, to the f1xt defire. The Eſtates of Parliament for anſwer 
to this, declares, That fince Religion hath been, and they truſt e- 
ver ſhall be the principal, end of all the undertakings of this King- 
dome, So they will be carefull that the preſent queſtion to be ſta- 
ted, ſhall containe ſecurity and aſſurance to be had from his Maje- 
ſy, be his ſolemne oath under his hand and feale, That he ſhall for 
himſelfe and his Succeſlors, givehis Royall conſent to paſle .aQts of 
Parliament, enjoyning the League and Covenant, eſtabliſhing Pres- 
byterian Goyernment, the DireRtory of worthip, and Confeflion of 
Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions, and that his Majeſtie ſhall ne-- 
ver make any oppofition to any of theſe, nor indeavour any change 
thereof. And as to that clauſe, viz. Thar this ſecurity be had from 
his Majeſtie before his reſtintign to the exerciſe of his Royall pow- 
er, The Eſtates of Parliament remits this to theſe on the confe- 
rence, And who ſhall be appointed for drawing up the ſtate of the 

ton, To find out ſome more ſmooth expreſſion in place there- 
of, with the like ſecurity to Religion. - 

7. rem, to the ſeventh defire. The ſaid Eſtates of Parliament 
deelares that they will be carefull that nonethall be employedin 
the command of their Armies, nor in their Commitrees,. Bur ſuch as- 
are of known integrity and atteion to:the cauſe, and againſt whom 
there 15 no jult caule of exception. © 

tem, To the eighth Article or Deſire, The Eſtates-of Parliament 

declares, That to the grounds of their engagement and undertak-- 
ing an Oath ſhall be ſubjoyned wherein both in the framing of ir. 
and atherwayes the Church ſhall have their due intereſt, _ the- 
Eſtates; 
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Eſtates of Parliament deſires the Commiſſion of the Church , To: 
appoint ſome of their number to meet with ſuch of that Committee” 


of Parliament of 24. As ſhall be appointed by the ſame Committee 
for the conference and ſtating of the queſtion, for agreeing upon 
the grounds of an engagement, and drawing up fach a ſtate of a 
queſtion as may unite this Nation in an unanimous undertaking of 
ſuch duties as are requiſite for the Reformation and defence of Re-" 
ligion, the ſafety, honour and happineſle of the King and his poſte- 
rity. and the good of this Kingdome, Extratt forth ont of the Books 
of Parliament, By me Sir Alexander Gibſon of Durie Knight,Clerk 
of bu Majeſties Regiſters Commcel and Rolls under my ſigne and ſub- 
ſeriprton Manuel, | 

Alex, Gibſon, Cler. Regiſt. 


Edinburgh. 29. MMartii. 1648. 


AhumbleR epreſentation of the ſenſe 'of 


the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſem- 


bly, To che Honourable Eſtares of Parli. 
-upon theirL >. Anſwer tothe eight Deſires 
ately preſented to their Lordſhips. 


H Aving received yeſterday the Anſwer of the Honourable E- 
ſtates of Parliament to our late Neſires preſented to their Lord- 
ſhipsupon the 22. of this inſtant ; We did immediately-take to our 
conſideration the particular anſwers given thereunto; ' And now 
without any longer delay do humbly.repreſent to their Honours our 
ſenſe of the Particulars, he 

I, Asto the Anſwer of the firſt Defire , we conceive that not- 
withſtanding any thing expreſſed in your Lordſhips Anſwer there. 
may bean acting in reference to a_warre before the lawfulnefſe of 
the Warre and the {tate of the queſtion be agreed upon, which is the 
very thing we did:defire to be avoided. | 

2, In the Anfwer to our ſecond Defire,we neither finde any brea- 
ches of peace between the Kingdomes which may be a ground of 
war, 
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war, condeſcended npon, nor any poſitive reſolation of the Parlia- 


ment to ſeek reparation thereof according to the Treaties, yet both 
theſe were deiired by us. 

3- In the anſwer to the third defire , inſtead of that clauſe of the 
deiire, The Presbyterian party in England, who continue firme in adhering to 
the League and Corenant , we finde this change of expreſſion in the 
Anſwer, The Presbyterians and well-affefied in England ; which as the 
words ſtand-may intimate and ſuppoſe , that there are ſome well- 
affe&ted in England, which are not of the Presbyterian party, nor do 
adhere to the League and Covenant, 6 

4. Our fourth deſire for not ;oyning or affociating what the Po- 
piſh, Prelaticall or _—_— party , if they ſhall againeriſe in 
Armes, and that it may be endeavoured to ſupprefle them ay ene 
mies tothe cauſe and Covenant on the one hand, as well as Sefta- 
ries upon the other ; being ſo juſt in it ſelfe, ſo conſonant to the 
former principles and profeÞFons of this Kirke and Kingdome,'inee 
their firſt engagement in this cauſe ;- and being alſo as cleare-bath 
in the matter and expreſſon, as the Covenant, Treatics , and De- 
clarations of both Kingdomes, we cannot conceive wherein it needs 
explanation, or what doubt or ſcruple can be made concerning it as 
it ?ands, unlefſe there be nowſome more favourable and friendly 
intentions towards the malignant party then formerly, which wee 
pray the Lord to avert : And although it is too manite': that ſome 
plead for Malignants, as 1f they were to be ioyned with as friends, 
rather then avoided as enemies to the cauſe (whereof we have ſpo- 
ken more fully in our late Declaration) yet we truſt that any ſuch 
deligne is and ſtall be far from the thoughts and intentions of the 
Hononrable Court of Parliament, ; X 

5.Touching the5 Det:re,as yourLord(hips anſwer ſ'ems to ſupp” ſe 
his Ma'e. late conceTons concerningReligion,not to be ſatisfaftory, 
ſo theſe conceſſions being ſo prejudicial ro the can'e &Covenant;We 
wiſh your-T ordfhips had been pleaſed to declare againſt them both 
poſitively without any condition, andpreſently without any delay, 

6, In the anſwer to the {ixt defire, as thereis much ſaid in the firff 
part for fecurity of Religion to be had'from his Maiefty, ſo that 
clauſe, viz. That thzs ſecurity be had from his Majeſty before bis reſtitution to 
the exerciſe of his rozall/power not being agreed to by yourLordfhips,but 
rather laid alide untill ſome ſmoother expreſſhons be found out; We 
are left unſatisfied in that which is the maine of that defire, and 
cannot be affured of any ſecurity expratieg in the firſt part of your 


Lord- 


: SG I. ooo 
Eordſhips anfiver.If your Lord[hips had been pleaſed to tondeſcend 
upon another exprefſion containing as good and as reall ſecurity 
tor Religion , wee ſhould have acquietled therein without ſtick- 
ing upon words; but there being no ether expreſſion yet condeſcen= 
ded upon, and that clauſe of ours (without which the whole defire 
35 left uncertain) laid afide for the preſeat ; We cannat finde our 

elves therein ſatisfied as yet. | 

7. The anſwer to the ſeventh Deſire, concerning ſuch as are to be 
truſted in Armies, and Committees, doth omit ſome of the qualifi- 
cations expreſſed in our Deſire, viz. Such as have given conſtaxt proofe 
of their integrity and faitbfulneſſe in this cauſe , and againſt whom there is no 
Juſt cauſe of jealouſie , that ſo we may the more confidently encourage our flockes 
to 'follow t he cauſe of God in their hands , and not to doubt of their fidelity ; 
Which qualifications being contained in our Defire, and omitted 
In your Lordſhips Anfwer ; We are not without feares that this - 
miffion may be made uſe of by fome , as if yeur Lordſhips had nor 
meant to agree fully to that deſire, and ſo take occaſion to deale for 
employing and entruſting ſuch in the Committees and Armies, as 

may be juſtly excluded by the qualifications contained in our ſaid 
Defire. 

In the anſwer to the laſt Defire, in ſtead of that cleare expreſſion 
uſed by ns, namely , That the Kirke may bave the ſame intereſt in any 
6ath for a new engagement which they bad in the ſolemne League and Cove- 
nant; We finde this doubtfull and uncertaine expreſſion , The 
Kirke foall bave their due intereſts. Which difference of your Lordſhips 
expreſſion from ours, may alſo be interpreted by ſome;as if the Kirk 
had afſumed mere intereft in the League and Covenant, than was 
duc unto them. 

Unto theſe, and the like confiderations, Wee humbly conceive 
that onr Deſires , unto which we till adhere as juſt and neceſſary, 
are not ſatisfied by your Lordſhips Anſwer : And without cleare 
fatisfa&tion in theſe deſires , We finde it not ſafe to appoint a con- 
ference for agreeing upon the ſtate of a queſtion for War: yet if your - 
Lordſhips had deſired , or doe deſire further conference with - ſome 
of our number for ſatisfaftion of our above mentioned Deſires, Wee 
ſhould have yeelded, and yet ſhall willingly yeeld thereunto. And 
as the preſent want of ſatisfaftion in theſe Deſires doth retard and 
kinder our proceedings towards an agreement upon the ſtate of a 
queſtion; ſo we are ſtill confident that a reall and cleare ſatisfaftion 
v9 the faid deſires, may be a happy and effeftuallmeanes for facili- 

| cating 
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tating the ſtate of the queſtion, aud forniFing this Nation inau 

unanimous undertaking of ſuch duties, as ang requiſite for the re« 

formation and defence of Religion, the ty , honour, and 

happinefle of the King and his poſterity, and theYpod, peace, and 
fatety of the Kingdomes. \* 

| A. KER. - 


A Paper from the Parliament of the 29 


March, 1648. ; 
At Edinburgh the 29 day of March,the yeare of God 1648 yeares; 


YR the Commiſhoners of the Church have this day exhi-- 
bited to theParliament one paper intituled an humble repre- 
ſentation of the ſenſe of theCommiſſioners of the General Aſſembly; 
To the honourable Eftates of Parliament upon their Lordſhips an- 
ſwer to the eight Deſires lately preſented to their Lord(hips:And the 
ſame being read in audience of the Eftates of Parliament, They or- 
dain the formerCommittee of 24 to confer with the Commiſlivners 
of theChurch,or any whom they ſhall appoint upon the papers exhi- 
bited by the Church, and anſwers given thereto by the Parliament, 
and appointed them to debate thereupon,and for removing all diffe- 
rences , and alſo upon the ftate of the queſtion and whole matter : 
And ordaines this to be communicated to the Commiſſioners of the 
Church in anſwer to the paper exhibiced by them to the Parliament 
this day. And deſires that the Commiſſioners of the Kirke, or thoſe 
whom they ſhall appoint may come authorized with the like power 


to confer. ExtrafF. 
ALEX. GIBSON, Cler. Regiſtri. 


The Anſwer of the Commiſfioners of the 
Generall Afembly , Zdin.pennlt. Mar.164S. 


HE Commiſſioners of the Generall Afembly, having this day 

4 received a power from the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, 
deſiring a conference upon our late Detires , and the Parliaments 
anſwer given thereunto, and alſo upon the ſtate of the queſtion,and 
whole matter, doe humbly returne this Anſwer : + | 

| Thatas wehavebeca , ſo we are till willing to appoint a confe- 
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rence npon the a_ Defires lately preſented to your Lordſhips,and 
upon the unſatisfaftorinefſc of your Lordihips anſwer thereunto : 
And if your Lord{hips ſhall yet be pleaſed to give reall and cleare 
fatisfation to our ſaid defires, We ſhall immediately thereupon 
appoint ſome of ournumber to confer with a Committee of Parli- 
ament upon the ſtate of the queſtion.This in{iſting upon ſatisfaction 
to our defires, before we appoint a conterence upon the ſtate of the 


queſtion, duth not proceed trom any peremptorineſſe abont words, - 


or things of fmall moment, nor from any partiality,. or ſelfe inte- 
reſt, nor from any inclination to ſtretch our ſelves beyond our line, 
nor from intention to ob:rutt any lawfull endeavours , either for 


Monarchicall government in the Kings Maicſty and his poſteri ty.or 


for preferring oppoſing and ſuppreſſing c f3efaries:Qurzecord is in 
heaven,we abhor and deteſt all ſuch wayes : But our real] purpoſe js 
to keep our ſelves ſo free,that in an implicit way we conſent not to, 
nor concur in ſtating of a queſtion of War, betore we ſee the ſafety 
and ſecurity of Religion ſufficiently provided for , being tender of 
the great truſt commirted to us, as the ſervants.of Jeſus Chrif, and 
officers of his Kingdome, tor preſerving the precious Jewell of Re- 
ligion, which ought to be as well to your Lordlhips as to us, above 
all worldly intereſts. 
A. KER., 


The Article of the Demands which i ts be communicated 
tothe Commiſsioners of the Charch, viz. 


"HAT aneffctuall courſe be taken by the Houſes for en joyn- 
ing the Covenant to be taken by all the Subjedts of the Crowne 
of Ergland conforme to the firſt Article of the Treaty, and conform 
to the Declaration of both Kingdomes in anno 1643. By which: all 
who would -not-take' the Covenant , were declared to be publicke 
enemies to Religion and the Countrey : And that they are to bee 
cenſured and puniſhed as profeſſed Adverſaries and Malignants : 
And that reformation of, and uniformity in Religion, be ſettled 
according to the Covenant; That as the Houſes of Parliament have 
agreed to the Dire&ory of worthip, ſo they would' take a reall 
courſe for the prattifing thereof by all the Subje&ts of E ngland and 
Treland. That the Confeſſion of Faith tranſmitted from the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Feſtminſter to the Houſes be approved : And that 
2 : OR Sn , Pres- 
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D-esbyteriall government with a ſubordination of the lower As 
ſ{em{ lies to the higher , be ſecled, and tully eftabliſhed in England 
5nd /ciard; And:that effetuall courle be taken for ſuppreſſing and 
cx ircating all Hereijes and Schiſin:s, particularly Socinianiſme, 
Arminianiſme, Arrianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Antinomianiſme, Erra- 
ſtianiſme, Familiſme, Browniſme, and [ndependency; and for per- 
- feting what is yet further to be done, tor extirpating Popery and 
_ Prelacy, and ſuppceiling the praftice of the Service-buok, common- 

ly called the Book of Erglith Common-prayecr, 
| 2 Aprilis 1648. 

This Article read and agreed to,by the Eſtates of Parliament, is 
thought fitting to bee demanded of the Parliament. of En2ard : 
And the Eſtates appuints the ſeventh Article to be communicate to 
the Commiſſioners of the Kirk,that they may return theic thoughts 
thereupon, cither for addition or alteration,which the Parliament 
w.ll take to their contiderarion. And the Eftates appoints the Lord 
Falmerinoth, Lord Huniby,and Archbald Sydſerſe,to acquainc the Com- 
miſſioners of the Church therewith, E xtradted forty of toe Records of 
Parliament, and Articles of breaches of the Covenant and Treaties, and de- 
mands for reparation thereof, reſpetive by me, Sir Alex.Gioſon of Duregevc, 

Wc Alex.Giblon Cler, Kegit, 


Edinb, 13 Aprilis, 1649. 
The btmble returns of the Commi/ianers of the Generall Aſſembly unto that 
Article of the Demands concerning Religion, and the Covenant, Cc. 
communicated unto them by tic Honourable Eſtates of. Parliament, : 


. S there is nothing waich the Kivke of Scotland now for along 
time hath more carneitly wiſhed, and ſerioully ftudyed , then 

the ſettling of Religion, andearrying on of the worke of unifors 
mity in all the three Kingdamss; to it is ſtill our deire that your 
Lord{hips ſhould ſincerely and really endeavour the ſame in all fair 
and lawtull wayes both with #he King and Parliament of Encland 


according to the League and Covenant, As to the Article commu- 


nicated unto us, we ſhall not ſearch after the caute why your Lord- 
{hips have changed the way formerly uſed of ſending Propoſitions 
to his Majeſtie, without. whoſe confidence your Lord hips will eafi- 
Iy acknowledge, that the Parliament of Eng/and cannot render the 
particulars contained in the demand effe&uall tor ſecuring of Reli- 
gion, Neither ſhall we init upon the pr:judice, that preparative 
4 ot. 
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of the taking of reſolutions in that which concernesReligion with= 
out the advice and conſent of the Kirke, may bring to the intereſt 


.and liberty thereof. But conceiving that wee have juſt reaſon to 


looke upon the demand as intended to be a ground of warre, in caſe 
the Sea-men ſhall be refuſed by the Parliament of England, we can- 
not returne our thoughts thereupon, untill your Lordfhips ſhall be 
pleaſed to give us a ſatisfaftory anſwer to our eight deſires, formerly 
propounded co your Lord{hips, and untill you hall be pleaſed aifo 
to acquaint us with theArticles of the breaches of theCovenant and 
Treaties, and other demands, for reparation thereof, mentioned in 
the paper ſent to us:that ſo we may not only know that no other of 
the demands doe crofle this, or tend to the hinderance of the work 
of Reformation, but alſo that we may be ſatisfied in our conſcjen- 
ces upon the whole matter, and be affured that all things are fo or- 
dered, and reſolved, as may indeed contribute for eſtabliſhing the 
Covenant,and ſettling ofReformation of,and Uniformitie in Reli- 
gion, and attaining all things expreſſed in your Lordſhips demands 
communicated tous. In the meane while ſeeing your Lordſhips do 
profeſie that the Cauſe is the ſame, and the cheit ground of the un- 
dertaking 'is for Religion ; Wee deſire your Lordfſhips ſeriouſly in 
your conſciences to ponder, how yee can make the refufall of this 
demand a cauſe of warre againſt the Parliament of England, with 
whom this nation was _ ingaged ina warre in defence of 
the League and Covenant, and ends thereof, when the King was in 
armes againſt both, and yet ingage in a warre for the King, while 
he ſtill refuſes to ſettle Religion and injoyn the Covenant, and will 
come no further at the uttermoſt, then to leave the Sea-men 
Arbitrary, as is evident from his late conceſſions ; Or how your 
Lord(hips can n_—_ any ſuch demand unto others whilft your 
ſelves have not declared the Kings conceflions ſo much as unſatisfa- 
fory, ſeeing theſe concefſions are diftrutive to moſt of the particu- 
lars contained in your Lordſhips demands. 
: A. Ker. 
Edinb. 18 Aprall, 1648. | 

To the Right honourable, and High Conrt of Parliament , The bumble Peti- 
| tion, of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aﬀembly, 


cad of. all che indeayours and undertakings of 


| Eligion _ of all things the moſt excelſent, as it hath been 
R the principal + 
| this 


__- 


j36 f 


(23) : 
this Nation, fo it is the main abjeft's four thoughts and cares, and* 
we truſt is moſt in the hearts of all the faichfull Miniters and godly 
people throughout the Land, as feverall of their ſupplicationsun- 
to yourLordſhips <0 make evident,lt was from the tender regard we 
had of this ſo precious a jewell, that we did emit a Declaration con- 
cerning preſent dangers,and duties; And ir was alſo from our reſpe&t' 
thereunto,perceiving your Lordfh. inclined to an ingagement,from 
which wee neither were then, nor now are averſe (being firſt ſatis- 
fied in the grounds of the undertaking,andin the way ofthe manag. 
ing of the ſame )that we did afterwards-prepound ſome humble de- 
fires unto your Lordſhips, containing things necefſary for a right 
undertaking for,and ſecuring of Religion,andpreferving the Vnion 
between the Kingdomes : But after long attendance, and moſt earn- 
eſt expeation, having received no ſatisfation from your Loxdſhips 
in theſe our deſires ; and conceiving that your Lordfhips refolutions 
are towards an ingagement in a warre, We doe from no other prin- 
ciple and intention, then the love of the truth, and the di{charge of 
the truſt committed unto us, as the ſervants of the living God, and 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quicke and the dead; in- 
rreate and obteſt your Lord(hips, that as you doe profeſle that any 
I which yee now are, or ſhall bee neceſſitated unto, 
ſbaltonely be for ſettling Religion, Truth and peace under His Ma- 
jeſties Government, So tor convinceing our conſclences and all che 
faithfull Miniſters and people of God in both Kingdomes, of the 
integrity of your intentions, that your Lord({hips will be pleaſed to 
give us ſatisfaCtion, in alltheſe our former juſt and neceffary deſires, - 
and that for the ſaid end,yourLordſhips wil make it appear that you 
meaneto be far from intereffing your ſelves in any thing, that may 

ut in His Majeſties hands ſuch power as may nor onely bring the 

y-gon proceedings of both Kingdomes in the League and Cove- 
nant in queſtion, but alſo for the time to come make void all the 
authority of Parliaments, though proceeding never ſo rightly in re- 
ference tO r=, os and Liberties of the Kingdoms ; And that your 
Lordſhips will be pleaſed to make it manifeſt, that you will be ſo 


farre from aflociating with, or giving truſt and countenance to any 


within the three Kingdoms, who do not ſwear and ſubſcribe the So- 
lemne League and Covenant, That on the contrary your Lord{hips 
will hold themall for profeſſed Adverſaries, and Malignants, and: 
indeavour to ſupprefle them if they riſe in Armes ; Which we think - 
Wee - 


'we may With the greater reaſon up confidence expe& from your 
Lord{hips,becaule yee have relolved to demand of the Parliament of 
England, that an cffcCuall courſe be taken by the Houſes for in oyn- 
ing the Corenant tobe taken by all the Subictts of. the Crowne of 
England, Contorme to the firit Article of the Treaty,&the Leclarati- 
on of both Kingdomes in azns 1643, By which all who would not 
take the Covenant,were Declarcd to be publique enemies to Religi- 
on and the Countrie, and that they are to be cenſured and puniſhed 
as proftcfſed Adveriaries and Malignants ; And we truſt, that whilſt 
your Lordſhips require of them the performance of duties contained 
In the Treatics and Declaration, you will make it appeare that you 
Intend to do nothing your ſelves contrary 'thereunto, The obliga- 
tion therein being equall in regard of both, and the performance a- 
Tike conducing for Religion and the Covenant. And we doe humbly 
Intreate that your honours will be-pleaſed to make known unto us 
your reſolutionsupon the whole'matter,that we may ſee there is no- 
thing therein that miay crofſe your Lordſhips demands concerning 
Religion, and be inconſiſtent with the ſecurity thereof and our de- 
fire for the ſame : And that what ſhall be thought ftting to be de- 
manded of the Parliament of England, concerning Religion, for 
rendering the ſame the more effeQuall, your Lord(hips will at the 
fametimie folicitc His Maieſty for His Royal! afſent thereunto, that 
His Ma'eſty and all others may know , that what you intend cn 
His behalte, is with a tubordination to thoſe ends, And fo his Ma- 
Jeſty may be induced to remove al obſtrutions on hisxa t,that hin- 
der the ſettling of Religion,and his Maieſtics Government An 1 be- 
ing defirous that all meanes bee firſt aſſaid which may prevent the 
effuiion of mere Chrifian blood, ſo farre as is poſſible, Therefore. 
as the meſſengers of peace, we doe ſupplicate that your Lordſhips 
will take ſuch courle for ſeeking reparation from the Parliament 
of England, as may bee mc probable in reaſon to obtaine the 
ſame in a peaceable way,. And hnally wee expett that your Lord- 
ſhips will do nothing that may ſtrengthen the Popiſh, Prelaticall, 
or Malignant partv, who are waiting for their day, or that may 
diſcourage or weak:n the Presbyterian party in Exgland, or render 
your wayes ſuſpitio 15 unto them - but that your Lordſhips will im- 
ploy all the power which God hath put in your hand for advance- 
ing his konour, and the Kingdome of his Sonne, Many of your 
Lordſhips have been inftrumentall in as glorious a worke of refor- 
| mati- 
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mation as any age hath feen,and all of you have been witneſles ther- 
to, and if any thing ſhall proceed from you for weakening or de- 
feating thereof, as it will bee matter ot high provocation againſt 
the Lord, ſo doubtlefle it wil be trouble to your ſoules in your Iat- 
terend, and meet you in the day of your accounts. And if your 
Lordihips ſhall refuſe to hearken to this our humble ſapplication ; 
we take God to record that we have exoncured our ſelves as !n his 
{ght, and that we, and the Kirk of Scotland whoſe truſt we diſcharge 
in the publique affaires thereof, are free of all that guilt that ſhall 
follow upon any undertatings or reſolutions, tending to the preju- 
dice of Religion,the honour and happines of the King,and the uni=- 
on and peace of the Kingdoms. But we delire to perſwade our ſelves 
better things of your Lorſhips, andthat you will give us ſuch ſa- 
tisfation as may incourage us to bear real] teſtimony of your Lord= 
ſhips, that ye intend the {ſettling of Religion, and the carrying on 
of all things in ſuch a way, as may contribute for the ſecuring of 
the ſame, A. Ker. 

The diſſext and protetation of ſome Members of Parliament againſt their 

Lordfhips proceeding to a determination in the Declaration concern= 

ing the breaches, and demauds, &c. | 
| Hereas the draught of a Declaratian hath now beene read 
V concerning the breaches of the Covenant,in matters of Re- 
ligion andthe demands to bee made for remedy and reparation 
thereof, the dangers to Religion, and the duties whereunto we are 
oblieged by Covenant for Reformation and Uniformity in Religi- 
On, and the ſecurity to be had for eſtabliſhing the ſame, upon whictr 


' grounds a warre is principally founded : And whereas we have ear- 


neſtly delired and inſiſted. That rttiere may bee no proceeding 
to any determination concerning the ſaid Declaration before the 
Commillioners of the Generall Affembly be firſt conſulted therein, 
We do hereby enter our diffent, from proceeding tu the determina- 
tion of matters ſo highly concerning Religion, without the ad- 
vice and concurrence of the Kirke, as a preparative of moſt dange= 
rous conſequence to Religion, and deſtructive to the liberties of the 
Church,as contrary to the National & Solemn League & Covenant, 
and to the known Jawes and conſtant pratices of this Kingdome 
And we do proteſt that we may not be included in any ſuch vote or 
reſolution,but may be free of al the guiltines, confufions diftrattions 
and evill whatſoever that may follow thereupon to Religion, the 
King,this Kirk andKingdom,And _ union betwixc the —p” 

c 
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The Reaſons of tbe aforeſaid Protefation; 
Hat the Parliament oughc to take into conuderation the papers 
already preſented by the Kirke, and adviſe wich chem concern- 
Ing the draught of the Deel aration , before they approve the ſame, 
for the Reaſons following : 

1. The chiete ſubiet of the Declaration , is conceraing the brea- 
ches of the Covenant in matters of Religion , and the demands to 
be made for remedy and reparation thereof,cthe dangers ofReligion, 
with the duties whereunto we are oblieged by Covenant, for Refor- 
mation and uniformity in Religion, and the ſecurity to be had for 
the eſtabliſhment of the ſame : And ſo much the more the Kirke is 
to be conſulced chercin , that upon theſe gronads chie1y, a warre 
83 founded, concerning the lawtfulnefſe whereof, the advice of the 
Kirke ought to bee taken, the grounds being taken principally 
From the intereſt of Covenant and Religion. 

2.It is acknowledged and declared, by the Laws of the Kingdome 

Fn ſeverall As of Parliament , that the Aﬀemblics of this Kirke, 
are the competent and proper Judges, againſt all matters Ecclej- 
aſicall : And when there were greateſt controveriies in matters of 
Religion betwixt his Ma'efty and this Kingdome ; that which was 
earneſtly ſought for,is the proper and only mean to put an end to all 
differences touching matters of Rel:gion,and affented to by his Ma« 
Jelty in a ſolemne agreement, was, that all queſtions abour Religi- 
on, and matters Eccleiia'tica!l, be determined by the Aﬀemblies of 
the Kirke, as matters Civill by the Parliament ; which. expreſle 
wo: ds are ſet down in the 4 and 38 Att: of Parliament, 1640. and 
by many Aﬀs of Parliament, it is particnJar'y acknowledged, that 
in matters of Religion, the antecedent jndg-m:nt is the Kirke, and 
the conſequent 'udgement or Civil] ſantion. is the States, as in the 
Kings oith of Coromation,and the firir att 1592. anent the liberties 
of the Kirke, inſcrted i1 our Nationall Covenant , and repeated in 
the at reſcificry 1545, which evinc: th that the Parliament thould 
communicate the Peclaration to the Kirke, betore they reſulve up- 
on ic mong them{c]7s. 

3. All our Sapplications,Remonftrancee,Neclaratiors,Proteſta- 
tions, Atats of Atſembly and Parliament, and our def:n :ve Armes, 
In anns 1639, and 1640, were net onely againſt rhe Innovations 
then urgcd, in the book of Canons, Service book &c. for the evil! 

matter therein contained : brt alſo againſt the danverons manner 
af introducing the ſame , without, the advice and conſent, of the 


_ 


2 
Aſſemblies of the Kirke , ad of the Kingdo me. - 

4. Our Nationall Covenant, and our Solemne Leagne and Co! 
yenant were firft drawne by the Kirke : And their intcreit interpre- 
tation thereot , eipecially ſo tar as concernes Religion , was never 
hitherto denycd : but by the conſtant practice of this Kinedome, 
the Aﬀemblics of the Kirke were alwaycs contulted, anent the dan= 
gers thereunto, and the duties groundcd therenpon, and touching 
the demands and tecurity tor Religion , betore any expedition or 
Declaration tor War. offeniive or defeniive, : 

5. The Parliaments aſſuming to themſelves the ſole judging of 
the breaches ot Covenants, demands for reparation,the dangers to, 
duties tor, and ſecurity of Religion, is a moſt dangerous prepara- 
tive and deſtructive to the liberties of the Kirkztor ſubſequent Parli- 
aments may according to this preiident, withuur the adyice and con- 
ſent of the Atſemblies of the Kirke, impoſe upon them new Contfel- : 
fions of Faith, formes of worihip and Church government, and ſo 
change the very ſub'tance and tundamentals of our Religion; like- 
wiſe this preparative ir. a Parliament of Scotland,will confirme ſach 
In their opinions and praices, in he Parliament of England, who 
maintaine the Erraſtian tenets wheretore if extirpation of Erraſti- 
anitme be intended in Englazuzas is profeiled, it ſhou'd not be practi= 
ſed at home. | 

6 Even the Parliament of Encland would not ingage in the 
League and Covenant , untill they had tift adviſed it with the Af 
ſembly of Divirez in point of conſcience, albeic chat Aſſembly hath 
no juriſdition; how much more ſhouid we be caritious of ingaging 
in ſuck a bn.inetſe, where there is a cenſticuted ſetiled Church, 
wicl out their advice. 

7. It were a manife* breach both of our Nationall Covenant,and 
of the Solemne L-ague and C ovenant to determine or approve of 2 
buirnefle ſo highly concerning Religion , without the advice and 
concurrence of the Generall Afſembly, or their Commiſſioners, 
ſeeing by both Covenants we are plainly oblieged , to preſerve and 
maintaine the dXrine, diſcipline,and guvernment ot the Kirke, 
which yet cannot be preterved , but overthrowne by ſuch a Parlia- 
mentary determination and Declaration, concerning the Covenant | 
and Religion, without the advice and conſent of the Kirke. Neither 
can we expett the ble ig of God upon our undertakings.it in this 
can.e, wherein the honour and glory of God, and the goud of Re- 
ligion is ſo highly concerned, we ſhou!d engage wichuut the _—_ 
D 2 an 
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and concurrence of thefaithfull Miniſters of this Kirke , whom 
God hath uſed as maine inftraments in the beginning and progrefle 
of the worke of Reformation. 


| Edinb. 20. April 1649. 
Anſwers of the Parliament to the deſires given in to them by the Commiſſioners 
of the Generall Afſembly, and to the papers given in by them upon the 13 
and 18 dayes of this month, 
of Hier Eſtates of Parliament having againe taken to their conſide- 
ration the deſires given in to them by the Commiſſioners of the 
Generall Aſſembly : And having alſo conſidered the papers given 
in by the ſaid Committoners upon the 13, and 1S dayecs of this 
month', doe conceiveihat the Declaration of Parliament is a full 
and ſatisfaftory anſwer to the firſt eight Deſires. As alſo to the 0- 
ther two papers in ſo far as the ſame are concident with theſe de- 
fires ; And as to the other particulars of their two laſt papers, con- 
cerning the way and time of ſending Propoſitions to the King. 

x. It is anſwered ,That the Parliament conceives the ſame way is 
now taken that hath been formerly : And in regard the Parliament 
of England, have laid a{lide theſe Propoſitions concerning Feeligion, 
and the joynt intereſt of the Kingdome of Scotland, We are necetſj- 
rated to make our firſt applications to them who muſt firſt agree and 
condeſcend thereunto before his Majeſties aſſent can bedemanded : 
And that it evidently appeares by theDeclaration,that we really in- 
tend to inlift for ſatisfation fromhis Majeſty in that thar concernes 
Religion before all worldly things: And that fo ſoon as his Majeity 
ſhall be in ſuch a condition of freedome, honour, and ſafety, as his 
conceſſions may be effefuall. And as to that prejudice alleadged in 
the preparative of taking reſolutions.in that which concernes Re- 
ligion, without advice and conſent of che Kirke, 

2. Itis anſwered, That as we have never hitherto taken any 
reſolations in that which concerns Religion wichout advice of the 
Kirke : And ſince, what is now declared by the Parliament in order 
to Religion, is not upon any new grounds, but in purſuance of the 
ſame grounds coptained in the Covenant, in the As of the Gene= 
rall Aſſembly and As of Parliament :. And that in our demands 
concerning Religion, as the advice of the Commiſſioners of the Ge- 
nerall Aﬀembly hath been deſired ; ſo we ſhall never doe any thing 
that may prejudice the juſt intereſt and liberty of the Kirke of 
Scotland, . 
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And for their defire to be ſatished in the whole matter, Ic is an- 
ſwered , That it is cleare by the Declaration which containes the 
grounds and reſolutions of the Parliament on the whole marter, 
That there is nothing therein which doth crofle the demands con- 
cerning Religion, or is inconſiſtent with the ſecutity thereof. 

And farther, It is ordained that the Parliament having agreed 
unto the Declaration, it be communicated to the Commiilioners of 
the Generall Aſſembly before it be publiſhed ; and in matters that 
concernes Religion, that the Parliament will be ready to heare and 
conlider the advice of the Commiſſioners of the Kirke. Fxtra8. out 
of the bookes of Parliament, by Sir Alex Gibſon of Dary Knight, Clerk of 
his CMajeſties Regiſters, Councell and Rolls, &c. » 

Alex.Ciblen,C! rn Regift. 


Edinb, 25. April 1648S. | 
The bumble returne of th? Commiſſioners of the General eAjjem bly to the atz 
{wer of the Honourable and high Court of Parliament to our $ Deſires, 
and to our papers of the 13 and 1$ of this Month, 


Hereas your Lordihips did communicate unto us your large 
Declaration, containing principally your Lordihips reſolu- 

tions concerning dangers and duties relinins to Religion, we with. 
our Lord(hips had been ſo tender of the liberty and due intereſt of 
the Gen. Aﬀembly & their Commiitioners,as to have communicated 
co us a buſines ſo highly concerning Religion betore,not afcer your 
Lordſhips reſolutions taken therein ; And that your Lord{hips had 
not given juſt cauſc to ſo many & ſo coniiderable Members of Parli- 
ament,who have given moſt reall and conflant teſtimony of their in 
tegrity in this cauſe, to difſent from,and proteſt againit your Lord- 


_ ſhips proceeding to determine a buſinefle of this nature, without 


conſulcation with us, and our conſent had therein. For our part, 
the truſt committed to us is ſo precious, that we may not hold our 
eace injſucha caſe, but muſt freely protefle and declare to your 
Lorddi $, Thatthis A being really a taking fromus to yeur 
ſelves, the antecedent judgement and determination of danger,sand 
duties,ſo highly concerning Religion in this preſent junure of 
affaires; the liberties of the Kirke are ſo far prejudiced as could not 
have entered into our hearts to expe, after ſo ſolemne obligations 
to preſerve and maintaine the Dofrine., Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment of the Kirke of Scotland ; - We therefore protett for the preſer- 
| D 3 vation. 
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vation of the Libertics of this NE, according to the word cf God, 
Sol em nCovenants, former lawes and laudable cuſtomes of this Kirk 
and Kingdome, and that this a& of your Lord{hips be no prepara= 
tive tor the future. Finally thac ic {hall be yet free unto us according 
to the duties of cur place, and as there jhail bee cauſe, ro give our 
judgements in an Eccleliaſticall way, of the materialls of the ſaid 
Declaration, 1o tar as Religion is therein concerned, as freely as if 
your Lord;hips had taken no reſolution thereupon. 

T heie things being premited, And deiiring your Lordfhips to re- 
member what we did tormerly proteſſe in our late petition, that we 
never were, nor now are averſe trom any Ingagement, being firſt 
ſatisfied in the grounds ot undertaking, and in the way of manag- 
ing the ſame, Wee Jy to make our humble returne to your 
Lordſhips anſwer of the 2oth of this month to cur eight deſires,and 
our papers of the 13th and18th of the ſame month. | 

Whereas your Lord{hips conceive that your Declaration commu- 
nicated unto us, is a fu] and fatista&tory anſwer to our eight deiires, 
we muit clearly protefle to your Lord{hips, that we can find no ſuch 
thing in that Declaration as a ſatisfa&tion to our cight deiires, But 
that we find diverſe things in it, which we humbly conceive to be 
very prejudiciall to theſe our detires, and of very dangeruus conie- 
quence to the Cauſe of God and the Solemne League andCovenant. 
And for the particulars wee ſhall exprefle our ſente thereof in a di- 
ſtin& paper as ſoon as we can put our thoughts in order, which we 
hope thall be very ſhortly. 

As to our other two papers, give us leave to put your Lordhips 
in mind of ſome particulars contained therein, which we obſerve 
not to be touched, much lefle ſatisfied by your Lordſtips, either in 
your anſwer of the 2oth. Or in the Declaration, as namely. 

I. In our paper ef the13th we delired your Lerd:hips ſerioufly to 
ponder kow you can make the refuiz]1 of that deman\ eoncernin 
Religion, a cauſe of warre againſt the Par'ii-ment of E+. land? with 
whom this Nation was Iavely ingaged in a warre for defence of the 
League and Covenant, and.heend thereof, when the King was in 
Armes againſt both : And yer ingage in a warre for the King u hilt 
he refuſeth to give ſatis'aftion in that which concerns Religion and 
the Covenant, and will come no further at the utmouſt;then to leave 
the ſame arbitrary: Shall the retuſal! of one and the tame defire, 
in the Parliament of Enplaxd be a cauſe of warre, and yer in the 
King not ſo much as an impedimcnt, to ailiftance, even Es 
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have ia? cauſe to feare that he will imploy his power againſt the 
Cautc and Cuvenanc ? 

2. Neicher do we ind any anſwer to that part of @nrpetitin of 
the 15th which concernech his Ma eſties negative voyce, there ex=- 
prefied under the name of fuch power as may not .only bring the by- 
gon proceedings of boch Kingdomes in the League and Covenant 
in que. jon, bar alſo tor the time to come, make void all © the au- 
thoricy of Par.i:ments though proc-eding never ſo rightly in refer- 
ence to Religion,&liberties of the Kingdoms-which made us detire 
your Lord hips might be tar trom intereihng your ſelves in any 
thing that may put ſuch a power in his Majelties hands, 

3. We have received no anſwer to that part of the {ame petition, 
wherein it was deiired that it any within the three Kingdomes who 
doe not ſweare and ſubſcribe the Solemn League and Covenanc, rite 
in Armes, your Lord{hips will hold them all tor profeiſed Adverſa- 
ries and Malignants, and indeavour to ſuppreſle them. 

4. Nor find we any thing in your Lord'hips anſwer or Declarati- 
on, in reference to that clauſe of our petition that your Lordthips 
may letHis maieſty and al others know that what you intend on his 
behalfe,is with a ſubordination to Religion, and the ſecurity there- 
of, 

Some particulars in theſe two papers your Lord(hips are pleaſed 
to make aniwer unto.And firit to that which we deſired concernin 
applications to be made to the Kings Majeſty. as well as to the Par- 
liament of England,for fatisfaftion in point of Religi »n, your Lord- 
ſhips anſwer, That the Parliament conceives the fame way is now 
taken that hath been formerly, which we doe not underfiand to be 
ſo, not having knowne heretofore ſuch a way of ſending demands 
of this nature to the Parliament of England, bt that the Parliament 
of England were always deiired to concur with this Kingdom, in the 
ſending of Propo.itions to his Mate.:y, And whatſoever the Houſes 
of Parliament have don? ia laying a'1de diverſe of the Propoſitions 
concerning Religion, formerly agreed up>n by both Kingdomes, 
yet we conceive it is ſtill the duty ot this Kingdome, to in::{t with 
His Majeſty upon their ju and laudable deſires, for fettling the 
Retormation and nnitormity of Religion according to the Cove- 
nantsfor the reaſons and ends expref] d in ogr petition: And ſo ruck: 
the racher becauſe atrer ſo many un{atisfatory anſwers and meſſa- 
ges from his Maj:ſty, we doe not expe a right und.rſtanding be- 
tween His Majefty and his people, till tomewhat proceeds from him - 
towards - 
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towards a cleare ſatisfaftion " che jult deſires of his people ; 
and eſpecially in point of Religion. And [alchough his 
Majeſty bee not preſently in that condition , as that hee may 
make a perfect 1ettlement of Religion, yet wee know not wh 
even in the condition henow is in, there may not be applications 
made to him, tor obtaining from him ſecurity, and aflurance for 
the ſettling of Religion according to the Covenant. And whereas 
vour Lord(hips by that which followeth in your.anſwer, let us 
know that you ſuſpend your in{iſting for ſatistation from his Ma- 
ieſty in Religion, till hee ſhall bee in ſach a condition of freedom 
honour, and ſafety, as his conceſſions may be effeftuall ; To paſle 
the ambiguitie which may be concealed in theſe laſt words, and 
what conceilions are meant, whither His Majeſties future conceſſions 
or thofe alrcady granted, we doe not thinke this delay ſafe, nei- 
ther can we know how long it may be, Withall this clauſe gives ' 
{ome light to that parc of your Lordſhips Declaration, For His Ma- 
jeſties comming with honour, freedome and ſafety, to ſome of his 
houſes in orneer London ; This honour, freedome and ſafety being 
conceived by your Lord{hips to be ſuch as may inable His Majefty 
to effe&nate his conceiions concerning Religion, appeareth'to us 
to beeno lefle, then a reſtoring of His Majeſtie to the exerciſe of 
his royall power, without ſecurity firſthad from him-for ſettling: 
Religion. | | EE: 

The ſecond part of your Lordſhips anſwer, we humbly conceive 
doth rather confirme then ſatishe our juſt complaint concerning re- 
ſolutions taken by your Lordſhips in matters of Religion,without 
the adviſe and conſent of the Kirke, Forwhen your Lordſhips ſay 
that what is now Declared by the Parliament in order to-Religion, 
is not upon any new grounds, but in purſuance of the ſame grounds 
contained in the Covenant and in the afts of the Generall Aﬀ/embly 
yea, that in your Lord{hps demand concerning Religion,our adviſe 
was defired; All this addeth to our juſt grievance, intimating to 
us, that your Lord(hips interpret the Covenant and afts of the Ge- 
nerall Afſembly,otherwiſe then we do; forwe cannot conceive how 
your Lo:Declarate agrecth with the grou nds-of the Covenant, &aRs 
of the General Aﬀembly bur that it goeth upon new grounds, not 
contained in them. It is true,our adviſe was deſired in that demand 
concerningReligion,but it was alſo true that thedemand was reſo]- 
| ved upon by your Lordſhips before our adviſe was deſired, and that. 
the anſwer and adyiſe returncd trom ns hath not found good accep- 
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tance,neither have your Lordfhips proceeded according ts the ſame! 
And whereas your Lordfhips ſay, that as you have never hitherto 
taken any reſolutions in that which concernes Religion , without 
advice from the Kirke {( and here give inſtance in thoſe particulars 
complained of by us) ſo you ſhall never doe any thing -that-may 
prejudice this juſt intereft and liberty of the Kirke of Scotland : As 
weſhall noc-call to minde all that is paſt, ſo that which is here ex- 
preſſed by your Lord{hips, doth yet further addeunto our grie- 
vance, for to parallel and proportion the meaſure which wee may 

e& for the tuture, with-that which wehave in theſe late pafſa- 
es received from your Lordthips, cannot but leave us under juſt 
feares and fad apprehenfions. 

The third part of your Lord(hips anſwer is in reference to our 
deſire of being ſatisfied upon the whole matter; where your Lord- 
ſhips againe referre us to the Declaration,as containing the grounds 
and reſolutions of the Parliament on the whole matter. This wee 
are not able to reconcile with that paſſage in the Declaration 
where your Lordſhips profeſſe, That you are reſolved not to ingage in any 
War before the neceſfity and lawfulneſſe thereof be cleared, ſo as all who are 
well affected may be ſatisfied therewith, and that reparation to (uch breaches or 
injuries 4s are or fall be. condeſcended on, ſhall be demanded in ſuch a juft and 
fit way -4s ſball be found moſt lawful and expedient. . The one paſſage hol- 
deth forth tous fatisfation on the whole marter,the other holdeth 
us ſtill in faſpenſecill the neceſſity and lawfulneſle of the Warre be 
cleared, and the way of demanding reparation reſolved npon ; for 
that your Lordfhips are pleaſed to ſay in the endthat it is cleare by 
the Declaration, that there is nothing therein which doth- crofle 
the.demands concerning Religion, or is inconſiſtent with the ſecy- 
rity thereof; what reaſon we have tobe of another judgement ſhall 
appeare to your Lord{hips in our paper, which we are to preſent te 
your Lordfhips concerning the Declaration, unto which we referre 
our ſelves concerning our fenſe of other particulars in this buſinefſe 
not here expreſſed, A. Ker 


The bumble Repreſentation of tht Commiſſion of the Generall Afembly ; To 

the Honorable Eſtates of Parliament, upon their Declaration tately com- 
mmnicated to ws. Edinburgh 28. April 1648. 

Qfins your Lordfhips have been pleaſed in your Anſwer to us of 
the twenty of this Moneth to remit us to your Declaration to 
the Kingdomefor ſatisfaction to our _ deſires formerly gr” 
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ted to your hoekikig as likewiſe to our other defire concernin ap- 
plications to be madeto theKing,as wel as to theParliament of Eng- 
land; And ſeeing yourLordihips in the ſame Paper anſwering our de- 
fire to be-atished in.the whole matter}, were pleaſed again to remit 
us to the Declaration, as containing the grounds and reſolutions of 
the Parliament on the whole matter. We have therefore taken to 
our ſerious conlideration your Lordfſhips Declaration, to look after 
fatisfatory anſwers to theſe our defires , and to be ſatisfied in the 
whole matter : But in ftead thereof, aur feares.and diſ-ſatisfations 
are.not a lictle'increaſed by your Lordthips Declaration. We hal} 
not ſearch into ſome particulars in matter of fa&t, mentioned in the 
narrative part, neither ſhall we be curious after the reaſon, why in 
{o large a Declaration concerning publicke dangers, duties, and re- 
medies, There is no expreſlion for preſervation of Monarchicall 
Government in his Majcities-Poſterity,.as well as in his own perſ9n. 
To the Preface we ſhall onely ſay thns much,that we couldhhave 
wiſhed your Lordlhips had been pleaſedto exprefie your ſelves more 
plainly, who are thoſe obſtrufers and traducers of your Lordfhips 
roceedings: thoſe deceiversand abuſers of the-people,which your 
F orddhi $ (we ſuppoſe): point at in reference to this. Kingdome, 
the => her being intended. for the Subjects of this Kingdome, 
whom your Lordſhipseall the abuſed people; It your Lordſhips 
meaning be , that the People-are abuſed by the lyes and calumnies 
of Malignants, how comes it that ſo much-favour and forbearance 
is granted to ſuch men. ? :It-any other then the Malignant party in 
the Kingdome be:meant,we (hquld be glad they were made known. 
In the firſt part of the narrative,concerning the neceity,occaſion, 
and conſequence of the conjuntion of bothKingdomes, We cannot 
bat take notice of that which your Lord{hips fay of thoſe common 
enemies, by whoſe counſells and praQifes the compoſing of diffe-- 
rences in the beginning was. hindered;,- and what evills this King-- 
dome might have expedted,if theſe counſelsandadvices which gave 
firſt life and mation tv theſe difſentions, ſhould have been ftill pre- 
valent, We deſire it may not be forgotten who were theſe common 
enemies, and whoſe counſell it was that did prevaile about his Ma- 
zeſty inthe beginning af\theſe.troubles , and whether there ought 
not to be ajealous and watchfall eye over. any ſach , if even after 
their ;joyning in the Covenant they be found in a way of compli- 
ance with known Malignants,and in a way of oppoſition to ſuch as 
have been moſt give and zealous in the. Cauſe from the begin- 
, ET TOI SO TATE > "Your 
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" Your Lordſhips adde, that in purſnance of the Covenant, this 
Kingdome joyned in Armes with their Brethren of England, and did 
proſecute thele ends,till their common enemies werelubdued, and 
moſt of them brought to ſuch condigne puniſhment, as the reſpe- 
Aive Parliaments thought fit. We ſhall here paſſe your Lordſhips 
omitting of the Treaty between the Kingdomes ; which may bee 
thought to have had a neer and immediate influence in reference to 
the conjunction of theſe Kingdomes in Armes, although the Cove= 
nant was the chiefe foundation thereof : But whereas your Lord 
ſhips ſeem to intimate that the cloud of Malignancy was then ſuffi- 
ciently diſſipated, or ar leaſt, tat the Covenant was ſufficiently per= 
formed in bringing Delinouents to Titeh condigne puniſhment as 
the reſpe&tive Parliaments thought fit ; We are ſorry that we have 
cauſe to remember what forbearance, yea,favour and friendſhip hattz 
been granted te many ſuch : and weare ſo far from thinking the 
danger from theſe former common enemies paſt and gene, that wee 
fill ſee Malignancy upon the one hand,as Seariſme upon the other 
ſpringing up like roots of bitterneſle to trouble, yea, to defile many 
in theſe Kingdomes, theſe are the hornes which yet puſh Faudab and 
Feruſalem on both fides , the Lord prepare ſuch Carpenters as may 
cut off buth the one and the other. 

As for the breaches of Covenant which your Lordſhips inſiſt up- 
on in the fo]lowingpart of your narrative, we with your Lordſhips 
to remember a paſſage in the Declaration of the Gcnerall Aﬀ/embly, 
and how cautiouſly they ſpeake of the breach of Covenant in Eng- 
land; the words are theſe, Je would not be un2rogd as if we meant either 
to juſtifie this Natton,or to charge ſu:b a ſin upon all in that Nation; We know 
the Covenant hath been in divers particulars broken by many in both Kingdoms; 
(The Lord pardon it, and acceft a ſacrifice) and we do not dewbt but there are 
many ſeven thouſands in Enoland, who have not onely kept themſelves unſpotted, 
and retained their integrity in that buſineſſe,&4c, That the Covenant hath 
been fouly and ſhamefull broken by as many of the prevalent party 
of Seftaries and their adherents, as ever tooke the Covenant,is clear 
and undeniable,and by their means hath come the reſiſting and hin- 
dering of Reformation, connivance at Herefie and Schiſme, and a= 
ther things contrary to the Covenant. - But it can as little be doub- 
ted of, that there are dangerous breaches of Covenant by Ma- 
lignants,both at home and abroad: And your Lordſhips know,true 
zeale againſt breach of Covenant: ſhould firike equally on both 
hands, beginning to refermeat m"_ Your Lordlhips ſay _ 
WY 2 that 
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that the nottakers'ofahe Covenant C by the joynt Declaration of 
| both Kingdomes declared to be publicke enemies to Religion and 
Country., and areto be puniſhed as profefled Adverſaries and Ma- 
lignants: but we wiſh your Lordſhips may not forget to apply that 
paſſage of the ſaid Declaration to thoſe who have not to this day 
raken the Covenant in-England, and that therefore, they may bee _ 
lookt upon by your Lordlhips as common enemies,which oughc to. 
beſuppreſſed and puniſhed. | 
- The laying afide-of the Covenant out of the new Propoſitions 
ſent to his Majeſty to the Ele of Jight we utterly diſapprove., and 
are heartily-forry tor it; buc we wiſh there had.not beene ſome guil- 
tineſſe of this ſame kinde at home, when it was carried in the 
Committee of Eſtates, that there ſhould be no mention of the Co- 
venant in the publicke detires ſent.up in Auguſt laſt to his Majeſty. 
And whereas your Lordſhips doe enumerate amongt theſe breaches 
of Covenant, T bat they-wbo'ought to.be brought to tryall and condigne puniſh- * 
ment for bindering the Reformation of Religion , . dividing the King from his 
People,one of the Kingdomes from another,or making any fadtion or party among, 
the People , contrary to th; League and Covenant ,. have bcen protefed and 
. aſjifted; We ſhall here onely delire your Lordfhips to remember, that 
all chis is true of Malignants, as well as of Sectaries : . and-for our 
part, (whatſoever liberty there be in the manner or circumſtances _} 
we doe not doubt, but the thing it ſelfe is neceſſary, both by. 
the Word of God, and-Solemne | hang t, viz, That juſtice bee 
done, and condigne puniſhments inflicted on all hinderers of 
Reformation and Pcace, and all who make faQtions,. contrary to 
the Covenant, whether they be Sefaries or Malignants : Butif it. 
was ſufficient that the moſt part of the Malignants were brought to 
ſuch condigne puniſhment , as the reſpective Parliaments thought 
fit, which yonr Lord(hips gave us a tonchof in the precedent part 
of your narrative, wee leave it to your Lord{hips conideration, 
whether you doe not hereby furniſh ſuch a retortion to thoſe that 
1avour the Se&aries-in Eny/and., as that they wn: plead fronr that 
principle in- your L—_—_ declaration, that the puniſhment of 
: Serics is to be referred {imply-to the Parliament of England, as 
.chey thinke fic , and that your Lord(hips muſt allow them the ſame 
latitude of favour toward the Seftaries, as before you have aHawwed 
-both to your ſelves and them, towards the.Malignants. Your 
Lordſhips adde as another.breach of Covenant, that in ſtead of a 
frme Union and Peace between the. Kingdomes , a breach _ 
cen 
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beene endeayoured, which cannot be denyed.to be a breach of Co. 
venant , and therefore a rocke to bee the more carefully ayoyded ; 
It isSourgriefe that there is alſo cauſe to complaine of the Malig- 
nant party at home, as no lefſe guilty oFendeavouring a breach be- 
tween the Kingdomes. 

. Theattempts, injuries , and violences of that party of Seftaries 
againſt his Majeſties Royall Perfon, and the hard condition he is 
reduced unto by their meanes, we are very ſenſible of : And, as 
we have often before profelled , our prayers and endeavours ac-or- 
ding to our place and calling, have not beene, neither ſhall be wan- 
ting for the preſervation of his Majetties Perſon and authority , in 
the preſervation of the true Religion, and liberties of the King- 
domes: And we leave it to be pondered by your Lord(hips, whether 
they that obirudt and hinder the requiring of ſatisfation and ſecu- 
rity from his Majelty,in point of Religion,before his reſtitution to 
the exerciſe of his Royall Power, do not upon'the matter, and by 
conſequence obitrat and hinder his Majeſties deliverance and 'reſti- 
tution, whereof ſuch ſecurity and afftirance had fronrhis Majeſty, 
might be a powerfull and effe&tuall meanes, 

Az wee know- not whom your Lordhips meane when you 
ſpeake of ſuch, as had warrant fronr the Parliament of this King- 
dome, for aceeſfle to his Majeſty, and yet were debarred, and as no 
violence nor injury offercd to a publicke Miniſter of another King- 
dome can be excuſed, ſo we are informed, that the Souldiers Aﬀ im 
removing once the Earle of Lauuzrdale from Wooburnz, was not onely 
diſclaimed, bat his Lord(hip ofteu thereafter permitted free accefſe 
to his Majeſty. | | 
_ YourLordhhips infiſt upon three inſtances of the breach of Trea- 
ties, one of the large Treaty, and two other breaches of the 
Treaty, 1643. As tothe firſt, (which for orders ſake we begin at ) 
We cannot ſay that it hold forth'any convincing rlearnefle to us; 
Yea ſo far as we underſtand, the thing whereunto the Kingdome of 
England was bound by the.Treaty, was not infifted upon by the 
Commillioners of this Kingdome at London, but an alternative, for 
aſſiſtance againſt.the Rebells by Forces or Monies : After which the 
Parliament of this Kingdome made a defire of aſſiſtance by monies, 
which the Parliament of England promiſed to take into their confi- 
-deration;And ſeeing your Lord(hips in this ſame Declaration wave 
breaches of Treaty, in Money-matters, even where the Money was 
duc by, Treaty, We hope your Lord(hips will end ic the more inex> 
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'pedient to inſiſt upon the not oldining of that aſſiſtance by monies 
againſt the rebels, being a way not provided by the Treaty. 
Concerning the other two breaches which pitch upon the Treaty 
1643.Firſt, your Lordihips fay, that according to the firſt article of 
that Treaty , the Covenant ſhonld have been taken by both King- 
domes, but that now by the prevalent party of SeCaries and their 
adherents, it is not only laidalide in the new. Propoſitions, and no 
execution of publick orders for taking it throughout the Country, 
but many in places of truſt have never taken it,neither are urged to 
take it, Certainly ſuch ſlicghting of the Covenant is a great tin a- 
gainſt God,and a high contempt of the Covenant: And it is very fit 
that this Kingdome ſhould defire the Parliament of England to preſſe 
it, not onely upon perſons of truf, but univerſally on all the Sub- 
jets of that Kingdome;yet we are not. convinced of any juſt ground 
of War againſt that Kingdome, in that which hath been in{tanced 
by your Lord{hips,efpecially conſidering that the Covenant was ta- 
ken by the Repreſentatives, and other chiefe corporations in Eng- 
land,whereupon both the Generall Aſſembly, and the Parliament of 
this Kingdom have frequently mentioned in their Ats,Letters,and 
Declarations, the Union and conjunGion of both Kingdomes by 
Solemne Covenant : neither are we without hopes,if things be car-' 
ried on in a fair and right way,that the Kingdom of England may be 
brought a further length in the performance of this duty; Whereof 
we —k more confdent, becauſe of the famous and frequent teſti- 
monies given to theCovenant,and againſt the erronrs of the time,by 
the Miniſtry in divers Provinces in England. As for the laſt breach, 
which your Lord{hips conceive to be againſt the eighth Article of 
the ſame Treaty,1643. We heartily wiſh, that rhe joint way of ap- 
plications to the King by both Kingdomes once begun , had been 
continued,and do conceive very much prejudice to the Cauſe by the 
divided way : onely, we offer it to your Lord{hips further confide- 
ration whether this breach benot at leaſt diſputable, there being no 
mention at all in that Article of Propoſalls,Propofitions, or Bills, 
but only of Ceſſation, Pacification,and agreement for Peace;ſo that 
It may juſtly be doubted whether the ſending of thoſe Propoſalls 
and Bils to the King without the conſent of this Kingdome, hath in 
it that certainty and clearnefle of a breach of Treaty between the 
Kingdomes, as may be a ground of War : And if it bea breach of 
the Treaty for either Kingdome ſingly and dividedly to ſend Pro- 
poſitions to his Majeſty, We ſhall crave leave that we-may defire 
c 
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be informed,how this confiſteth with that laticade which your lord- 
ſhips leave afterwards in this ſameDeclarattsn in the manner of pre= 
ſeating Bills or AGs of Parliament co the King, for your Lordlhips 
detireaflurance of his Majeſtie to agree to ſuch Afts or Bills as (ball 
be preſented unto him by his Parliaments of both or either Kingdoms,reſpetrive, 
We might alio iniitupon ſome Papers and Propoiitions preſented 
to his Maj.ftrom this Kingdom at N-wcaſtle,and much more upon the 
Pacification concluded there, with his Majeſtie, in reference to the 
disbanding and removing of the Rebels in this Kingdome, and that 
in a fingle way (as we conceive) without the knowledge, and con- 
currence of the Parliament of Englazd, 

But we ſhall come to that which your Lordihips mae the reſule 
upon all theſe breaches of Covenant and Treaties, viz. That they 
call upon your Lord(hips to a duty to GOD, your King and 
Country, and to your oppreſſed Brethren in England, which- your: 
Lordſhips ſpeake more plainly in the next Clauſe, giving us to 
underſtand, that thoſe differences 0: breaches are ſuch, as it not re- 
paired by amicable indeavours,may otherwiſe neceſſitate this King=: 
dome to ingage in a warre, but that firit your Lord hips intend to 
ſead the three deſires (next mentioned in the Declaration ) to the 
Parliament of England : And this is all the ſatisfation we find to 
our ſecond deſire, which was , That according to the Treaties it may 
bee condeſcended upon, and Declared by the Parliament, what are thoſe brea- 
ches of Peace, which they take to bee a ground of Warre, and that reparation 
thereof may bee ſought. But as wee ſee no breach of Peace inftanced 
in the Declaration, and as th=three breaches of Treaties infifted- 
upon by your Lord({hips, ſeeme to bee at leaſt debatable ; So wee 
heare nothing of any reſolution of Parliament, that ſuch breaches 
as are, Or ſhall be condeſcended upon by your Lord:hips, ſhall bee 
made known and ſent to the Parliament of Ergland, as we expected, 
and they have defired, by their Commiſſioners here ; Onely we hear 


; of three deſires to be ſent ro the Parliament of England for Religion, 
His Majeſtie, and the Good and Peace of theſe Kingdomes : Wee 


conceive its the beft and moſt juſtificable way of proceeding, thar 
publicke, as well as private injuries be declared and made knowne 
to thoſe whom it concerneth to give ſatisfa&tion therein. Beſides all 
this, we fear your Lordſhips will hardly avoid a Nationall quarrell 
againſt the Parliament of England, if the three inſtances before men- 
tioned be infited upon as breaches of Treaty to infer a War; becauſe 
when the Houſes were molt free, and when there was no ſuch over- 
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awing influence of: the SeQaries party, even then they did notſup- 
 prefle the Iriſhes in this Kingdome, they did not enforce the Cove- 
nant on all.their Officers, much lefſe on all Engliſh Subje&s,neither 
would they then admit that they were oblieged by Treaty, not to 
ſend Propoſitions er Bills to the King, without the. concurrence of 
this Kingdome. | 
In all this that we-have faid;it is far from our meaning to aſſume-any 
judgement of the Treaties betweene the. Kingdomes ; Only becauſe 
your Lord(hips-have remitted us to the Declaratian, for {atisfaftion 
ro.0ur conſ{ciences,as in other particulars, fo jn this of the breaches, 
We have humbly repreſented to your Lordſhips, wherein-we are not 
clear. and ſatisfied in our conſciences, to conſent.and concur for our 
part pon ſuch grounds. And withall, ſeeing it is not only our detire 
as Meſlengers of ppace, but your Lordſhips profeſſed refolutien in 
this Declaration, that yeu will aflay all Brotherly and amicable 
ways for repairing differences and making up bevaher, We recom- 
mend it to your Lord{hips ſeriousthoughts, whether it will ot be 
moſt agreeable to that Brotherly way of proceeding between two 
Kingdomes in Covenant together, to deſire a Treaty with the. Par- 
liament of England, - concerning the. breaches and demands mentio- 
ned in this your Declararien, Etpecially ſeeing the way of Treaty 
was the way thought fit to be ufed in the years 1639. and 1640. be- 
fore the Kingdomes were joyned in Covenant ; How much more 
now, being ſo conjoyned, are all poſſible and lawtall wayes to bee 
tried, for preventing the effuſion of more blood. 

In your Lord(hips firlt demand which concerneth Religion, 
there are ſome things wherewith wee cannot in our conſciences bee 
ſatished,as namely, 1. Becauſe the firſt two particulars,thercin con- 
rained, viz. concerning the taking of the Covenant, and praQtiling 
of the Dire&ory of Worſhip, are preſſed only-upon Subjects, which 
may be interpreted as tending to exempt theKings Maicſty,not only 
fromtaking the Covenant, ( which yet was laudably defired in the 
Propoſitions of both Kingd.)but trom having the Direftory of-wor- 
ſhippra&iſcd in his family, which was a liberty that his Majcſty rc- 
ſerved to himſelfe in his late Conceſſions ſent to ns,-and in diverſe 
meſſages before ſent to the Houſes of Parliament at Feſtm.2.We find. 
nothing in this demand of any application to be made at, or about. 
the ſame time to the King for obtaining affurance from kis Maje- 
ſy for his Royall conſent ; But of this we have exprefied our ſelves 
more fully in anſwer to your Lordſhips Paper of the Tenge 
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of chis morieth.3;Alchogh this isthe ſecond time your Lord(hips cice 
in chis Declaration a paſſage of the joynt Declaracion of both King. 
doms, by which all chat would nor take the Covenant were declared 
ro be publick cnemies ro their Religion and Countrey, and -thac they 
are to be cenſured and puniſhed as profeſſed Adverfaries and Malig- 
nants ; yet we find no ſuch thing declared or reſolved by your 
Lordſhips in this Declaration, in reference co thoſe who have not to 
this day raken the Covenant, as that you will hold them all for pro- 
fefled Adverſaries and Malignants. We hope your Lordſhips will 
nor think it juſt nor equall to preſſe ſuch a rule upon the Parliament 
of Eng/a2d "except your Lordihips be plealed to walk accerding to 
that rule your ſelves, 4. Your Lord(hips do fimply and abſolu:ely 
deſire, thar the Confeſſion of Faith tranſmicred from che Aſſembly 
of Divines at Heſtmenſter, ro the Houſes, be approven , whereas the 
A ofthe laſt General Aſſembly, approving that Confeſſion of F aith 
hath in ir ſom? neceffary cautions, proviſoes,and yr Pee 
as the Generall Aſcmbly judged neceffary co be added in their AQ, 
ſo we do not think chat part of your Lordſhips demand as it ſtands 
withour any ſuch caucion to be fafe enough : which among other 
things ſhewes the danger and inconvenience of your Lordſhips ca- 
king reſolucions in things concerning Religion without our advice 
and conſent, 5, As wedefire that Reformation of, and [[niformiry 
in Religion, may be endeavoured by your Lordſhips inall fair, law- 
full, aod bro:herly wayes according to che Covenant, and heartily 
approve any fuch defire as your Lord(hips ſhall ſend to the Parlia- 
mentof England, by theadvice and conſent of chis Kirk, for injoyn- 
ing the Covenant, and for bringing the Churches of Cunisr in the 
three Kingdoms to the neareſt Conjunttion and (niformiry in one 
Confeſſion of Faich; Dire&ory of Worlhip, and Presby:eriall Go» 
vernment ; So we would be very cautious, and tender when ſuch de- 
fires are turned into cauſes of War, if not obrained , which -is the 
p:eſent caſe, as we anderftand by your Lord(bips expreſſion in the 
precedent Paragraph. 

Your Lord(hips ſecond demand is, That the Kiegs 21iieſty mory 
come to ſome-of bir Howſer tn or near London, with Honour, Fre:dome, 
ond Safety , that applications may be made 0 bim by Parliaments of both 
Kingdoms for attaining bis Rojall :ſſent to ſuch defires as ſpall be by them 
preſented to biz jor eftabl:;ſhing Rel gion as.is above expreſt, and ſetling 6 


wel. ded Peace. 
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- This demand we conceive 'co be of dangerons conlequence to 
Religion apdthe Covenant for the reaſons and confiderations fol- 


lowiog, which we bumbly offer to: be confidered by your Lor4- 
ſhips, x. All applications and deſires re his Majeſty for Religion 


are ſſpended-cill he come with Honour, Fredome and ſafty co fome 


of his Houſes, in, or neere London; We know not what length of 


tim? this may draw to, or bow much danger there may be in the 
delay 2. . The eſtabliſhing ot Religion here mzntioned, as that 


which your Lordfhips iotendrodefireofhis Majeſtie, is according. 


torhar which is aboveexprefied, where we doubt nc your Lord- 


hips referre to your firſt demand which went before z Whereas the. 
eftabliſhing of Religion in ſuch a manner as is there expreſſed, we 


do not think fafe, for the reaſons before giver..z. Weconceive that 


this ſecond demand amounts:o no lefle then the reſticurion of his- 


Majeſty to the ex:rcife of his Royall Power before Applications 
made, and defiresprefented ro him, much more before afſurance and 
ſecurity had from tim, for the ſerling of Religion in che right man» 
ner, and according to the Covenant, For befides what we have ex- 
preſſcd jn our laſt Paper. preſented ro your Lord(hips- that this ho- 


nour, freedory, and ſafety is conceived by. your Lordſhips ro be ſuch, . 


a8 way enable his Majeſty to effeftuar his Conceſſions concerning 
Religion; And what is that leffe then the exerciſe of bis Royall- 
power reſtored 7 This we further adde, thar we hambly conceive, 


his Mzjefties Honour may comprehend, or may be made uſe of as- 


comprehending, votonlythe poſſeſſion of his Revenews, bur alſo 


the exerciſe of hisRoyall Gorernmenc ;, Next, b=ing in freedome, | 


he may repare to ay part of his Dominions in Scotland, Evgland or 
Irelond; And laſtly, being reftored to be in a condition of fafcry, he- 


may provide Forces for guarding Himſelfe ag ainft all apprehended- 


dangers, for if Guards ſhould be (er abour him, by his Parliament, 
k will be aid co be comrrary 10 the condition of freedome $5 $2 tha 
being reſtored to ſome of his Houtcs, in, or near London, with Hos 


nour, Freedome, and Safety, We do not conceive what he ſhall. 


waix of che exercite of his Royall Power-Confid-ring wichall, thar 
neicher-hinzſelfes rior any. orhers will conceive the Honour, Free- 


dome and Safety fp be Kingly, and fach as becomes his Royall' Per- . 


ſon, ifhelhall wane che exerciſe of his Rovall Power: Yet this refti-- 
turionwfhis Majelty eo the exercife ofhis Royall Power, before (&- 


curity bad from him for ertling Religion, Your Lordſhips know - 


byioureight Deſires , and other wayes, is conceived by us-to be in- 


conliſtent -. 
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confiftent with the fafety and ſecurity of Religian,q, If his Majefly 
were ance come with Honour, Freedom and Safety to: ſome of his 


Houſes, in, or aeare London, We know not what influences he may 
haveupon the Houſes of Parliament to obſiruft aud binder their 


profhniing of Bils to Him, for enjayning the Covcnant, aboliſhing 
relacy, and che Booke of Common-prayer, Eitablithing the Cone 
feſſion of Faith, Dire&ory of Worſhip, and Presbyteriall Govern- 
ment ; -Or what ſtrength his Majefty fo reſtored may again attain 
by the aſliance of the Popilh, Prelarical!, and Malignant party, for 
anew and bloody Warre, to the devaſtation of theſe Kingdomes, 
and che ruine of our Religion and Liberties. Which things we 


'bavethe more cau-e to freare and apprehend, his Majeſty having 


deciarcd and profcf{cd, thar be is obliged in conſcience co emprove 
all the power which God ſhall pur in his hands, for the eſtabliſh» 


ment of Epiſcopacy.5.To infiſt upon the bringing of his Majcſty-to 


fome of his Houles,in,or neer London, before fatisfaRtion and fecuri-« 


ty had from him iv point of Religion,and in fuch other thingsas are 


necefliry for the fafery of the Kingdoms, could nor as we conceive 
but be an exceeding great diſcouragement-and offence to the Pres- 
byterians in Eng/and, who will conceive ( if ſuch a thing be preſſzd 
upon them) chat the remedy propounded in your demand is worſe 


-then the difeaſe. And we have alfo heard,that the Parl, of England, 
"when they were as free asever they were, would never agree to his 


Majefties comming to Lowden, . with honour, freedome, and ſafety, 
withoue ſecurity firſt had from him in ſuch chings'as are neceffary 
for Religion, and the fafery of the Kingdome, 6, Seeing your 
Lordſhips are oblieged by the chird Article of the Covenant, to de- 
fend his Majcſties Perſon and Authoriry, in the perſervation-and 
defence of the crue Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms ; We 
conceive.your Lordſhips ſhould not demand from, nor prefſe -upon 
the Kingdome of England, His Majeftics reſtitution with Honour, 
Freedom, and Safety, except with rthar qualification in the Cove» 
nanr,and with a ſubordination to Religion ard che Liberties ofche 
Kingdoms, And hew can this fubordination. according to the Cove- 
Ban be ſaid ro be obſerved in yonr Lordfſh.Jemand.as ic ftands; for, if 
HisMajeſty be brought to ſome of His Houſes, inor near London, wich 
Honour, Freedome, and Safery, before ſo much as applications be 
made to Him foreftabliſhing Religion and Peace, we then leave it 
toyour Lordſhips conſciences, — Majelty ſhall nor = - 
TI  ROFE 


nour, and ſec upon his Throne of Goverament in His Church : whe- 
ther His Majefty ſhall not be in a condition of Libertie betore the 
Ordinances of Chritt have 2 free courſe, and whether His Ma Flies 
fafery ſhall not be provided tor and ſecured ; hefore either Church, 
or Kingdom? can ſay they arein a condition of iafety. And is this 
to endeavour the ſeriling of Religion before all worldly intereſts, 
or rather to niake it come after the Kings inter:ſt? 7, We fear 
chat if after 10 many inſtruAions from the Parliament, Coaventi- 
on, and Commitcee of Eſtares- to their Commiſſioners ac Londor;; 
from time cotime, for endeavouring inthe firſt place the ſeulemenc 
of Religion, and then to end:avour the removing of the Civill dif- 
ferences, and the reſticution of the King, upon his firſt giving ſatis- 
fationin Religion and the grounds of a folid Peace ; And if after 
ic-was declared by chis Kingdome, (during His Majeſties being ar 
Newcaſlle, )thac they could nor admic of bis Majeſties coming to Scor- 
Lmd in freedome, unlefſe bis Majeſty granted the Propoſition concer- 
ning the Covenant and Religion, and gave a ſatisfatory anſwerto 
the reſt of che Propoſitions; Likewiſe, if- after ſuch a Declaration 
of the Parliament of4Þis Kingdom, Fanzary 16, 1647, for his Maje- 
ſties being in ſome of his Houſes, wich ſuch arrendance as the-two 
Houſes ſhould chink fic, uncill He give (atisfaftion in the Propofiti- 
ons; If afcer all chis it be now inſiſted upon, that his Majeſty may be 
reſtored with Honour, Freedome, and Safety, before tuch ſatisfa&i. 
on had from Him, we feare it ſhall lie as a greac ſcandall upon this 
Kingdome, and as roo ſenſible and appareata change of their former 
principles and profeſſions in a point ſo much concerning-che ſecurity 
off Religion. 8. We are very apprehenſive, that your Lordſhi ps 
urging the diſpoſal of theKingsPerſon inErngland, in ſuch a way asthat 
he may come to London with Honour, Freedom, and Safety, wicthour 
his Majeſties giving,or your Lordfbips defiring bis Majeſty to give 
ſatisfaQion and ſecuricy inReligion, & in ;uch things as belong roche 
fafety of the Kinzdome (wi:hour which there can be no laſting ſe- 
curicy expeRed ro Religion.) As iris a farre different poinc from 
the urging of a joync intereſt ia the diſpoſing of the: Kings Per- 
ſon by both Kingdomes for the good of both, fo it will be fudged by 
moſt of all parcies in England, that ever concurred inthis Caule, 
£9 be ſo prejudiciall cotheir Nationall Rights and. Libertics., and 
ſuch an enchroachment thereupon (thaugh your Lordſhips declare 
Opp 4 St ; you . 


44 )' 
ſtored to His Honour, before Jetus Chriſt be reſtored to bis Ho 


"I 
E, 
- 


you have no ſuch intention) as tizat it wilFunite them a]l in oppo- 
ficion ro this Kingdom, and conſequently alienate chem from the in-- 
tended Uniformity inReligion, according to the Covenant. As 
theſe reaſons make us conceive yz our: Lordfhips ſecond demand ro 
imporc no ſmal{ danger'to Religion, So we would nor be underſtood 
as if we had any thoughts to decline the reſtoring of his Majeſty to 
the /ame condition he was in,by che agreement ef both Kingdomes, 
when he was taken away by a patty of the Army under the com- 
mand of Sir T homas Fairfax, that both Kingdomes may freely make - 
their applications to him. — 

- Concerning your Lordſhips third demand, That the preſent Army 
of Sefaries may be disbanded, for the ends exprelſed in the demand,” . 
As we think no perſons whattoever fir ro be imployed or entruſted 
tn the Armies of either Kingdom,who have nor taken the Covenanr, 
and rhac all Se&aries in Eng/and that are in Arms ſhould be disban- 
ded and difarmed; So we conceive there is alſo reafon for your Lord- 
ſhips ro foreſee and provide againſt the danger of the riſing again 
.of the Popiſh Prelatical and Malignant party in armes, and' 
the rather, becauſe of the late commotions: begun by ſome of chem 
beth in Ergland and Irelgnd ; There being alfo ſome both in Wales 
and Treland aQually in arms, who have difcoveredand declared their 
ptinciples and ends robe very Malignant ;z wherein we are informed. 
they are the more animated and encouraged upon confidence of 
ſome agreement bztween-his Majeſty and this Kingdome. Ic is fur- 
ther to be conſidered, that this Demand being joyned with-the ſe-' 
cond , the preſent Army in England disbanded, and bis Majeſty * 
brought co London with Honour, Freedome and Safety, how eaſily - 
may all the Malignant, Popiſh and Prelaticall party in his Majeſties 
Dominions flock unto him x Which how prejudiciall ic may be, his 
Majeſty keeping ſtill his principles, is eaftero be Judged. 

As for the exceptions added in your Lordfhips demand , to paſſe © 
the ambiguity thereof, your Lord(hips except ow the ſaid disband- 
ing the Garriſons necefſary to be: kept in Englaud, and deſire thay - 
theſe Garciſons may be commanded by ſach as have or ſhall cake the 
Covenant, and are well-affe&ted to Religion and Governmene, bur : 
do not defire any fuch thing concerning the Gariſons themſelves , - 
which may be underſtood as a tacite confeſſion on your part , that a 
the Gariſons to be kept in England may be of ſuch as have not raken 


nor {hall cake-the Covenant, nor are well afteQted ro Religion and * 
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-” Government, provided. —_— Garifors be commanded by ſuch 

as your Lordſhips deſcribe, | | 

— - Wehavebutone paint more to adde , concerning, this third and 

laſt demand : For we. cannot conceal our feares. and apprehenfions, 

. that your preſent reſolutions and proceedings, andthe enterrainmenc 

- of Engliſh Souldiers, wheteof many are Papiſts and Malignants, and 

ſome eminent in Malignancie, is not the way to further,but toretard 

. and hinder the disbandiog of che preſent Army in England, and to 

fruſtrare the ends your Lordſhips propoſe in your Declaration for 
- the disdanding of that Army. 

And whereas your Lordſhips declare, chat it is ror your intenti- 

- on at all, to make a Nationall engagement againſt the Parliament and 

. Kingdome of Ezg/and, but for them; as we fhall noe preſume to 

ſeakef the Nationall Rights and Priviledges of another King- 

Jome, So we cannot ſee. hor. the prindples of your Lordſhips 
* Declaration can conliſt with che firſt parc of our third Deſire, which 

was, That there may be no ſuch quarre)l or ground of the Wa: re as 
- may break the Vnion between the Kingdomes z for we conceive 

there arediverſe ſych quarrels in the Neclaration as fall direAly and 
. neceffarly upon the votes and proceedings of the Houſes of Parlia« 
- ment, even when thicy were moſt free, 

Concerning that which your Lordf{hips adde in reference to the 
latter part of our chird defire, and co our whole fourth defire, We 
- humbly conceive, is very farre (horc of that which is no lefſe your 
Lordſbjps duty.chenour defire, for, r. Your Lordfhips onely de- 

- clare: Affociation and ConJunRQtion of Forces with thoſe who ſball 
_ refuſe co ſweare and ſubſcribe the Covenant, which doth not ex- 
clude Aﬀgcciation of Forces with ſuch as neither bave raken, nor 
ſhall cake the Covenant, fo that they be not urged thereto , and to 
- nor nerckoned among refuſers. This we have the more reaſon co 
- tae notice of, becauſe your Lordfhips have before in this ſame De- 
gland, nor no execution of publike Orders for takivg of che ſame, 
Whict being ſo ; how ſhall your Lord(hips finde the Maligoancs in 
Englnd to be refuſers of the Covenant, except your Lordſhips en- 
force it upon them, which we ſuppoſe your Lardſhips intend not 
todo? 2. Your Lordſhips do not declare, that if any who have not 
raken, and ſhall not take the Covenant, nay not fo much as they that 
(hall refuſe the Covenant, if chey rein Armes, your Lordſhips will. 
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oppoſe thetm; and endeavour to luppreſſe chers , onely your 'Lord- 
ſhips ſay, you will nor aſſociate nor joyn forces with them; 3.Where 
as your Lordſhips fay, That you will be ſo farre from jayning or aſſoci- 
ating with the Popiſh Prelaticall, or Malignant party, if they ſball again 
riſe 3n Armes, either to oppoſe or obſiru@ al or any one of the ends of tbe 
Covenant, thit you will oppoſe and endeavour $0 ſuppreſſe them 
&# enemies 20 the Cauſe and ( ovenam; We beicech your Lordfhips to | 
conſider, wherher this part of your Declaration doth not reſervea _ 
laticade, that if the Popitſh, Prelaricall, or Malignant party (hall rife 
in Armes for the Kings reſtitution, and can bur have'ſo much cun- 
ning (which is morenor probable } as to conceal rheir intentions 
of obftruſting or oppoſing all, or any one of the ends of the Co- 
venanr, in fuch a caſe it may be free ro your Lordhips inflead of op- 
poſing or endeavouring to {oppreſſe them, thac you ſhal{ both pro» 
teft cheir perſons and cftates , and alſo joyne or aflaciate Forces 
wich them, fn all which we have the moze caule tobe fall of 
feares and apprehenhione, becauſe of fo many Engliſh Malignants, . 
even now protefted and encertained:in.rhis Kingdome, in hopes of 
milicary imploymenis, yea diverſe of chem (as we are informed) 
fuch as havClerved again this Cauſe and Covent. ' + | 

As tothat whichfollowgy relating'to our ſeventh deſire, concer- 
Ing ſuch as are to be intruſted in Armies and Commictees, we fhall 
need to ſay no more then was exprefed in our humble repreſemtati- 
on, Afarch 29, Nameiy., that your Lordfhips omicin your Anſwer 
ſome of the qualifications exprefled inourdeſire, viz. iuch as have 
given conftam proofe ofrheir incegricy and faithfulnefſe in cheCauſe, 
and againft whom chere is no juſt caulk of jealoufie, that ſo we may 
the more confidently encourage our Flocks to follow che Cauſe of 
God in their hands, and not to doubt of their fidelity; -Which qua- 
lificacion« being concained in our defire, and omitted in your Lurd- 
4bips Anſwer, we are not without feares, that this omiſſion may be - 
made ule of by ſome, av if your Lordthips had not meant to agree 
fally to thar defire, and ſo take occaſion to deale for e ying - 
and entruſfting ſuch in the Committees and Armies, as may be juſt» - 
ly excluded by the qualifications contained in our ſaid defire, 

Theſe things having beene before” preſented to your Lordhips, 
and there being n2thing in your Lordflips Declaration to fatisfic or 
rake offtheſe our feares, but fuch expreſſions infiſted upon as keepe 
aloof from the qualifications deſired by us, all that are-unbyaſed by ay - 
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_ judge whether we have not herein ſome reall ground to be un- 
{arisfied. - | | 
That which followeth in the ſ-id Declaration concerning the ref 
cuing of his Majeſties Perſon, that He may come with Honour Free- 
dome, and ſafety to, or neer Londoy where both Kingdomes .may 
make their applications to him, for ſettling Religion and Peace, 
we have before ſpoken fully to it, And whereas your Lord(hips 
 adde 3 kind of Salvo in ſatisfation to our fifth and fixth deſires, it 
will plainly appeare that theſe deſires are not ſatisfied by any thing 
here expreſſed in your Lordſhips Declaration. Your Lordſhips ſay, 
You refolve'not to put inHis Majeſties Hands or in any others what- 
ſoever, any ſuch power whereby any of the ends of the Covenant 
may be obſtruced or oppoſed : Bur may it pleaſe your Lordſhips co 
give us leave to put you in minde, 1, That your Lordthips words 
.may be underſtood, either in this ſenſe, that you are not relolved to 
put any fach power in His Majeſties Hands, And if fo, your Lord- 
ſhips know, what you refolve not now, you may reſolve afterwards; 
Or in this ſeyſe, that your Lordſhips are reſolved that you ſhall put 
no ſuch power 1n His Majeſties Hands, and if to, then there remaines 
ſome doubt how far that:-power extends, which your Lordſhips con- 
ccive ſhall not be able to obſtruR: ar oppole any of the ends of the 
Covenant, , or endanger Religion ahd- Presbyteriall Government; 
Or whether it be meant ro be extended to his Majeſtics negative 
voice, 2, Whenyour Lordſhips fay, that you are not .reſolved co 
Put any ſuch power in His-Majeſties Hands, this needeth not hinder 
your Lord(hips yeelding and acquieſcing if others pur ſuch power in 
His Majeſties Hands; For reſolutions, not to doe a thing, nay. 
ſtand with reſoJutions nor to hinder it. 3. When your Lordſhips 
have reſolved.to oppofe the puting of any ſuch power in his Majcltis 
Hands, as may be deſtrutive to Religion ; Yet upon ſuppoſition, 
that His Majeſtie is come to London with Honour, Freedome and 
Safety, we doubt, whether it may not prove impoſlible._ to 
—_—_ to hinder the putting oft ſuch a power inHis Majeſtites 
Hands. | | 
Your Lordthips adde what aſſurance you intend to crave from 

. His Majeſty for ſatisfaction in point of Religion ; But withall, we 
obſerve three limitations'or qualifications joyned therewith, which, 
( fo far 3s we are able to judge) leave this great point in a very dan- 


gerous uncertainty, 1. Your Lordſhips reſolve, that his Majeſty 
give 


To 3 
ajve this aluranct for Religion,before avy agreement or condition to bs 
wade with Hy XMajefty, which is the expreſſion choſen by your 
Lordthips inſtead of that clauſe in-our fixt defire, Before bis reftitati- 
on to the exerciſe of 11s Royall Power, If your Lord{hips expreflion 
were only amore imooth one, with the like ſecurity ro Rekgion, 
(ſuch as your Lordſhips Anſwer arch 27.did put us in hopes of ) 
we ſhould haye cbearefully acquieſced : but we are ſo far from per- 
cciving the like ſecurite to Religion that we rather feare your Lord- 
ſtups qualification may make void and firuſtrate the ſecurity thar 
we detired, For firſt, It clearely ſuppoſeth, that his Majeſty ſhall 
come with Honour Freedome, and ſafety to. London, before any 
agreement or condition to be made with Him ; For ſuch agree- 
ment or condition to be made with his Majeſty being poſterior to 
the aſſyrance to be had from Him for Religion, muſt be much more 
poſterior to his Majeſties coming to, or neer London with Honour, 
Freedome, and Safety according to the method: of proceedings 
propoſed in the Declaration ; Now being once at Lowdox, with 
Honour, Freedome, and Safety, and that without .any agreement 
or condition made with Him, it is not probable to us, that his Ma- 
jcity will then defire any agreement or condition, unleſle ic be for 
ſome Conceſhhons on his. Parliaments part, and among other Con- 
cefſions probably ſomewhat for Epiſcogacy too, for eſtabliſhing 
whereof, He conceiveth Humſelfe obliged in conſcience to make ule 
of His Power as was before obſerved. Thereſulrof this point that 
we humbly conceive is, that notwithſtanding of that clauſe, before 
ary agreement or condition to be made with bu Majeſty, or any thing 
gle an che Declaration, His Majeſty may be reſtored to the exercile 
of _ mo Power before ſecurity had from Him for Religion as 
we . | 


The next qualification added by your Lordſhips, immediately is 
tn thee words, having found His late Conceſſions and offers concern- 
1g Religion not [atisfabtory ; where firſt, the words having found, 
.may be-yariouſly underſtood. cither, whex His Majeſty ſhall have 
found, or, when your Lordfhips ſhall have found, or, becauſe His AMa- 
jefty hath fonnd, or, becauſe your Lordfbips have found. 

Next, the words, ne: /atisfatory, are as doubtfull, and may be in- 
texpretedin ſeverall ſenſe-, cicherthat His Majeſtics late Concefli- 
ons and -Offers.concerning iy not /atisfattory in themſelvs, 

2M -- 


m—_— k 
er, that they arentither ſatisfaftory to your Lordſhips nor to m, or the' 
meaning may be only, that they are' not ſatisfattory to 4s, Which: 
doubrfulneſſe-in the ſenſe of the words we have more cauſe to ob- 
ſerve, becauſe your Lordſhips have not hitherto returned nsany clear 
or poſitive anſwer to ourfifth defire'; That hu Majeſties late -Con- 
c:ſſions and Offers concerning Religion, as they have been by the Charch 
ſo may be by the Parliament declared unſatisfattory ; Only your Lord- 
ſhips, are pleaſed here to- make: alight. tranſition over that which- 
we conceived to be unto- us a grave Subje& of aSolemne De-- 
claration. © Fes 
The third:qualification in the afſurance to be required from'his Ma- 
jeſtie,is,that he ſhall agree to ſuch a or aQs of Parliament,and Bils, 
as (hall be preſented unto Him by His Parliaments of both or either 
KingdomesreſpeAively for enjoyning the Covenant, and eſtabliſh- 
ing the Presbyteriall Government, Direftory of Worſhip and Con. 
feſſion of Faith-in all his:Majeſties Dominicns.. But we humbly con- 
ceive, it were more for the Glory of God,. good of Religion:and 
his Majeſties own happineſſe, thathis Majeſty ſhould after the ex- 
ample of the Godly reforming Kings of .7adah, and of the beſt 
Chriſtian Emperours of. old in the Chriſtian Church, Declare his 
own zeal and forwardneſſe for the Refotmation and ſettling Re. 
| ligion, and thac your Lordſhips ſhould do wellro ſollicite and' incite 
his Ma eſty hereunto, rather then to ſeem to yeeld fo farre, as that 
his Majeſty ſhall be free for his part, till his. Parliaments of both or 
either Kingdomes reſpeQtively agree what aQs or Bills to preſent 
£0 him.; The preparirig and preſenting whereof, how much it may 
be retarded and obſtructed: by: the prevalency both of Malignants 
and Setaries, we know not. ſeeing therefore His Majeſty oweth a 
duty both to God and to his people for the Refourmation-and fer. 
tlement of Religion, your Lordſhips. ma; do better to ſollicite his 
Majeſty, and to delire that he-will poſitively declare himfcifwilling 
and ready for his part-and for that duty which 1s.incumbent' to his 
Majcſty , and that he give aflurance far the ſame. in the particulars, 
Your Lordſhips further declare in reference-to our eighth and Jaſt 
deſire, that you are willing to. ſubjoyn to the. grounds of your under- 
taking an'Oath, whereinbeth in the framing: thereef and-othitwiſe your 
Loraſbips are willing tht Church ſhall have their. due: intereſt as fors 
merly in the like caſes, Where , as we know not. how'far your Loxd- 
flups meaning doth reach in the word orherWayes, andin the word 
due . 
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dae:; ſo we knownot why your Lordſhips did not think fit to agree 
to ourdelire as it was conceived, and the words ſtootl, viz. that there 
muy be.no'ingagement without a ſolemn Oth, Whereia the Kirk may 
have the ſame intereſt which they had in the Solemn League and Cove- 
»4at 3 Which deſire is fo far unſatisfied, that for our intereſt in the 
matter of the Oath, and in the grounds of the undertaking, we do 
nat ſee iz allowed or preſerxed to us, but rather that the Declaration 
holdeth forth the grounds of the undertaking already reſolved upon 
by your Lordlhips; only leaving us-an intereſt in the forme of an 
Oath to be ſubjoyned, and that not without ſome uncertain and du- 
bious qualificatio ns, as hath been touched. Mean while we ſee only 
a Declaration without an Oath; and as Declarations are alterable 
by Parliaments, and their proceedings ſometimes not agreeable to 
their Declarations (which he experience of theſe times hath taughe 
us) fo if there were an Oath ſubzoined to the grounds of undertaking 
expreſſed in this Declaratihn,we could not account it a lawfull Oath, 
but chat it would make the bulineſle worſe. 
- Your Lordſhips adde ſomewhat further, relating to the matter of 
our firſt and fecond deſires, namely, that your Lordſhips are reſolved 
-10t to engage in any War before the neceſſity and lawfulneſſe thereof be 
cleared, ſo as all Who are well affetted may be ſatisfied therewith, and 
that reparation to ſuch bpeaches and injurics 4s are or ſhall be conde- 
ſeended upon, ſoalbe demanded inſuch a juſt ane fit way, as ſhalbe found 
moſt lawfull and expedient. This clauſe,as likewile that which follow- 
eth, that many of the dangers with the grounds and reſolutions, are 
by this Declaration of your Lord(hips made known to this King- 
dom, ſeems to hold us in ſuſpence , till all the dangers, grounds and 
reſolutions be made known , and till the lawfulneſſe and neceſſity of 
the War be cleared,and the way of ſeeking reparation reſolved upon; 
yet cour Lordſhips may be pleaſed to remember, that in that part of 
your Anſwer to us of the twentieth, which is a return to our deſire 
of knowing fu'ly your Lordſhips reſolutions, and being ſatisfied on 
the whole matter, we were remitted to the Declaretion, as contain- 
ing the-grounds and reſolutions of the Parliament on the whole 
.matter. | 
As to that which followeth , concerning 3 prefent putting of the 
Countrey ina poſture of defence as ineLzxo 1643.we ſhould be glad 
it were made to appear really that:the grounds principles and end 
were the ſame now, jthey were in = year 1643, Otherwiſe the like 
| I 2 Ads 
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A@apon different gronnds, and for different endsmake-ir nor tlie 
fame canſe.. Your Lordſhips do indeed fpeak of rhe principles ex- 
prefſcd in the Declaration, as the fame with the firſt principles con« 
tained in our. Nationall Covenant, and in the Solemn League and 
Covenant: But'what reaſon we have ro conceive theyare new and: 
eifferent principles, may appear by the feverall farticulars before 
mentioned. . We cannot here paſſe a new interpretation which the 
Declai ation puts upon the So!emn League and Corenant, wiz, 
That re did ſolemnly ſweare and' promiſe before God and bu Angels, 
10-cndeawonr- Reformation of, and Unifermity in Reli:ion and Church- 
Government in all kis Majeſties! Donuinion acco as; to the Word of 
GOD, andthe exanple of the beſt Reſormed- Chu cbes, Where we 
paſſe your L ordihips limiting and reſtriting- of Uniformity more 
then the Covenant doth : which may mter- that Uniformity in- 
Church- Government between the Churches of C ur1sT intheſe 
three Covenanted Kingdoms , is not tobe urged in any other man- 
ner or mea'ure then we have a precedentof inother reformedRKirks; - 
but that which here we chiefly aim at, is the following clauſe of the 
Declaration , viz. And wot only to the utmoft of our power, with ouy- 
mas, ant lroes to flandts the defence of our dread Soveras3n, bis perſon 
an1 Anthori yg inebe preſe vation of the true Religion and Liberties of 
the-Kin:zdoms, but alf0 im every cane wvich may comern Hu AMajeſfits 
Honour, 10 concur: accoriing tothe Lawes of this Kingdom , #n4 anty of 
geod fubalts. Yet your Lordſhips know that no ſuch imterpre- 
'ration hath beene made-'by the Aﬀerablies- of the Kirk of the 
Solenn League and Covenanr, as your Eordfhips are pleaſed here 
to make of it, fir be faid, rhat your Lord{hyps meaning was: only 
ofour Nationall Covenant, yet it: may be obſerved withali that- 
the plain and grammatical} contruQ&ion- of the words wil carry 
that interpretation either upon the Sokemn League and*Covenant 
on'y; or both npon-it and: upon our National! Covenant.  How- 
ever, although our Nationa'l Covenant only were here fixed up-- 
on; concerninp which there is ſuch-an expreſſion in the fipp'tcati- 
onofthe Generall Aﬀembly, Arm 1639. to his Majeſties conr- 
miffioner andthe Lords of Secret Councel}, yet there are ſome 
weighty con{ideratiens which we himbly offeragainit the _—_— 
on of that Supplicativa ofthe Aﬀembly, to the preſenr dutmetſe; 


for; x, HisMaicſty was at that time rving farisf tion to the pab- : 
ek defirezof this Kirk concerning R 


cligion;:We heartily wiſh . 
WE . 


-_ 


we mighe ay the Jike now.. Yo do not fee the Cauſe ſtated in 
the Declaration to be for his Majeſties honour, and fo to fall within 
that duty expreſſed in the Declaration of the Generall- Aſſembly. And 
28 one of the ends of the Covenane was his Majeities' honour and 
ha; pinefſe, and your Lordſhips alfo have acknowledged in your 
Oath of- Parliament, chat the honour, happineſfſe, and. greatneffe of 
the Kiogs Majeſty, doth depend on the purity-of' Religion-as it is 
now eſtabliſhed in this Kingdome, So whatloever crofleth or preju- 
dicerh the grounds of the Covenane, or any of the ends thereof, can- 
not with us frade any ſuch conmeodatian as ro be a cauſe which con- 
cerneth his Majeſties honour. 3. Whatfoever we: owe tothe King 
n civill macters.diftin& from the Cauſe of Religion, fure al the 
other duties are with a ſubordinatian cothe glory of God, and good 
of Religion; and weare very confident it was and will be far from- 
the thoughts of the Generall Aﬀembly, under colour of his Maje- 
ſties Honour ro concur with him, or any-in his Name, in a canſe- 
which is hurtfull and prejudiciall ro the good of Religion, and eo 
the other ends of the Solemn League and Covenant z - yer the cauſe 
Rated in the Declaration,we humbly conceive to be fuch, 4. It may- 
be remembred chat the-Crofſe-pettion having cized the fame clauſe of 
the {aid Petition of the Generall Aſembly;, and making uk thereof 
in order to an engigement in War-in his Maje fties quarrell againſt 
the Parliamene of England, was declared againſt by che Commiſſion 
of the Generall Aſſembly, 4ano 1643, And among other particulars - 
« was then declared, chat the limizations expreſlyituentioned In the 
words cited ont ofthe Aſſemblies Supplication, via. etrording to the | 
Lawei of this Kingdom, and:dity 5f good Snbjidr,. were interprered by 
forme that ſpake ar che timeinche General Aﬀembly, to be al one as 
i{« haJ been ſaid, within 1bis Kingdonee, we nov knowing of any - 
Lawes of this Kingdome of further exrent, It was alfo then obſerved 
and may nowbe applied and remembred; thar rhe Narionall Cove- - 
nant having been fubſcribed in the Yeaves 15$1, and*1590, before 
King Fames was King of England, and benig qualified in the particu« 
lar Heads and Articles by exprefle limirations and reftrtions ro-this - 
Kirk and Kingdome, to the Religion, Laws and [.ibertiesof Scothand, - 
can no more be extended to municipal debates, and torhe Laws and. 
Liberties of England, unto which were frangerschen cheKingdom 
of England can judge of our Lawes, and: determine our differences, , 
the two Kingdoms being ill indep;ndem each on other,and _ 
ordinate - 


erdinate 6ne to another, as the Pha Article of the large Treaty fully 
declareth. : __ | | 
As to that we find in the cloſe of the Declaration, that this King- 
dome of Scotland will now; make it evident, as they have often de- 
.clared, that their, quiernefle, tability,and-happine(ſs= doth dep2nd up- 
on the ſafery of the Kings Majeſties Peron and maincerance of his 
greatneſse and Royall authority, who is Gods Vicegerent ſet over 
us for maintenance of R<ligion and miniſtration of Taſtice ; w: ſhall 
. only put your.Sard(hips in mind that your National Covenant join» 
eth with his Ma jeſties Safery, bis good b:haviour in tis Office, and 
fairh , T bat the quictneſſe end ſtability of 06" Religion and Kick doth 
depend up the ſacty, aud good bebaviour of bis Maieſty, at upon a come 
_ fortable Inſtrument of Gods mercy granted to this Court-ey for the main- 
tenance of by Kirk , and miniſtration of Fuftice. Otherwiie,if a King 
. do not his duty for the Maintenance of the true Religion, and Mini- 
ſrarjon of Tuſtice,icis not his ſafecy alone,that make his Peaple to be 
-1n > 9 and happineſsez : Wichall, as our quiecneſſe and happi- 
nefſe dependeth on his Majeſty,aud his doing of his duty as an Inftru- 
. mencand Miniſter of God for good, So the Honour, Greatnelse, aud 
Happineſse of the Kings Royall Majeſty, and che weltare.of che Sub- 
Je&s, depend .npon the puricy of Religion, ay is well expreſsed in 
your Lord(bips Oath gf Parliamear. 
And now we ſhall wich your Lord(hips favour and permiſſion 
- make chis conclufion upon the whole matter, That as we neither 
-were Qor are againſt an. Engagement wich, this Kingdom in War, 
bur have been and (þall be willing to conſent therero,if once ſatisfied 
inour conſciences Gongerning the clearnefle, lawfulneſſe, and ne- 
ceſlicy of the Cauſe and quarrell, and concerning our calling, manner 
of preceding, Inſiruments.co be entruſted, ſecurity to be had for 
Religion , and other particulars contained in our former. Papers 
not yer ſatisfied by. your Lordſhips, -So we ace neceſlicare to profefſe 
and declare to your Lordihips, that we cannot , we dare noc 1nour 
. confciences agree ro-an.Fngagement.upon ſuch grounds, and in fuch 
a way as is tated in your Lord({hips Declaration ; And therefore for 
our exoncration do difſent from the whole complex bulinefſe ia the 
aid Declaration, as not; cqntaining clear and convincing g rounds 
of undertaking of a Warre, nor providing forthe ſecurity of Reli- 
gion, nor clearly diſclaiming his Majefties late Conceſſion and offers 
as unſatisfa&ory, nor tending £0 the ſuppreſſion of che Malignant 
party, 


party, bur rather to compliance with them, as we humbly conceive, - 
nor preſerving the Liberties and known intereſt of the Kirk, nor 
propoling the way of Treaties, and all other wayes of Peace to be 

ſoughe and aſſayed before a Warre. - Forwhich, reaſons, and others 

before mentioned, upon the particular heads of the Declaration, we 
plairly declare our difſent from the complex circumſtantiar ſtate of 
che preſent bu{inefſe contained in the ſaid Declaration, and take ro 

witneſſe, God, Angels, and men, ttat,yqur.Lordlhips have not want- 
ed waring from the Watchmen, And that weſhall be free of all che 

diſtrations, confuſions, miſeries 3nd, blood; which may follow - up- 
on your Lord(ſhips proceeding ro an engagement in Warre, upon the 

grounds of che Declaration. We turther call ro record, the ſearch- 

er of all heares, and the righteous Judge of all the world, rhat our 

not concurring proceederh not trom want of zeal againſt SeQaries, . 
nor from any remifſenefſe in that which may concern his Mafefties 
true Honour ahd Happineſſe, and the preſervation of Monarchicall 
Government in him and his Poſtetity, norfrom any want of tender» 
nefſe of the Priviledges of Parliament, nor from any want of ſympa-- 
thie with our afflited and opprefſed* Brethren in Englaud, In refe- 
renceto all which our proceedings have beem;and ſhall be ( werruſt) 
reaj{ teſtimonies of onr affe&ion 'and-fmcerity 3 Bur our not con- 
curring proceedeth meerly from renderneffe in the 'point of ſecurity 

of Religion, and union berween the Kingdoms, and from the unfarit- 
faRorinefſe of the' grounds of yonr Lordſhips Declaration, as hath - 
been exprefſed in'che particulars. 'Wherefore'we' humbly 'befeech 

your Lordſbips to' interprec favourably and charitably any hberry 

which we have uſed (the matter being ſach as lyerh ſad and weighty 
npon our Confciences )- and thae your Lordthips would alfo be 

pleafed ro be mindfull of-making good that paſſage of your Declara- 
tion, where you-1ay-that you-are reſolvrd-net toengage in any War, before 
the _—_— nd /airfulneſſe thereof be" cleared ; ſo ar alt who are well- 
affett-d my be ſutft:d therewith ; Which 'if your Lordſhips ſhall be 
plealedito do, there is a deor of Hope yer open,and we ſhall nor ceaſe 
to pray unco the Lord ( as he ſhzIl aſſiſt us) har a Spirit 6f counſell 
and underftandingiind of the fear of the For@®may be upoti you; and 
tha- God wouldpratiouſly-rid ber you? Lordſhips and us our of all 
Bid-and [urking ſtares;and fo giiide yotm Lord(hipe,as that there.may | 
be'yet-a fweer and' harmonious joining of hearts 'and hands upon | 
right-Principles, Grounds and motives, in a right way, and for the - 
right ends, . A. Ker. - 


.ted and, OF-.COMl 
. Upon us will norallow us to be filenc in tuch a caſe, And the greater 
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"The SIO Vindication of the Com- 


.miſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly , 
and their [late Proceedings : 


Tn Anſwer t9 the LETTER of the High and Honourable 
Conrt of PARLIAMENT, 
Dated May 11, to the ſeverall Presbyteries im the Kingdom, 


Ae we doubr not bur the particular Presbyteries will ſuf 
£ A ficiently xerurn anfwer ro the Parliaments Lecter {o far as 


. concerneth them, (wherein divers Presbyteries have already given 


example tothe reſt) yer the chief purpoſes of that Letter re fleAing 
all along upon our late proceedings, and the Lecrer being allo prin- 
publiſhed for. on view and uſe z The great truſt puc 
cauſe we baye to vindicate our proceedings in this manner , becauſe 
whileſt we had juſt reaſon to expe& from the Parliamenta ciear and 


. xeall ſarisfaRtion. to aur defires, ſeconded by fo many Provinciall 


Synods, in Read of fach (atlefaftion , that Letter came abroad with 


- may refleions upon our proceedinge, neither was any rhing here- 
. of communicator made known frors their Lordſhips to us, that we 


might have been heard for clearing our own aRians before the di- 
vuiging and ſpreading abroad of che Letter. | 

. To thePretaceof che Letter we anſwer , that as it is too manifeſt 
how many and great ſcandals are:thrown upon us ard aur proceed- 


ings by the favourers of Malignants and haters of Reformation and 


Presbyteriall Government 4 So we know not eicher among our 


ſelver, orin.any Aﬀemblics ofthe Church of Scotland any favourers 
. of SeQtariex, or baters.afihe Perſon.of che King and of Monarchicall 
: Goveraniene, whothrow,ſcendals upon the Parliamenes aiong;Apd 
4f any ſhall by ſufficiem-proof diſcover any fuch in this Kingdom, 'ie 


will quickly appear how far the Aﬀeniblies of this Church (and we 


For our part ) thalbe from conniving at,or bearing with them ; yea the 


:Generall 


CO TIErY 
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Generall Aſſembly and Commiſſioners have already declared fo 
much , ind fo often both for the preſervation ot the Monarchicall 
Government in his Maiei:y and his poſterity, and againſt Seftaries. 
And there hath becn allo 1o Jong and reall proote buth of the loy= 
alty of this Reformed Church uf Scotlaxd to his Majeſties Father, 
and to himſclte,and of zeale in executing Church Dilcipline againſt 
8. ftaries ( wherever any were found) that the world may bear wit- 
nefle with our Conſcicnces of our integrity both in the cone and in 
the other,although we ſhould alrogether hold our peace.Error wilt 
ſooner comply with errour then truth can, and tavourers of Malig- 
nants have been and may againe turne to be tavourers of SeCtaries, 
to ſerve their turne and fave their intereſt for the time. For our 
part as we did before ſe we doe }:i]l,clearly and ingenioully profeſſe 
that we looke upon Scftaries and Malignants as enemies to be op- 
poſed, as rocks to be avoided on the right and lett hands. 

We ſee no cauſe why the ſeverall Presbyteries need to be conjured 
as they will anſwer to the great God not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
poſſcft with unjuſt and undelerved prejudices againſt the Parliament 
and their proceedings: The tear ot God,& conſcience of their duty, 
wil keep them upon the one hand from uniuſt and undeſerved pre u+ 
dices againſt their Lordinips and their proceedings,and upon the o- 
ther hand from obeying unjuſt Decrees, and complying with iniqui- 
ty although eſtabliſhed by a Law. 

What their Lord(hips profefſe concerning their preferring of no 
earthly thing to their duties tor Religion, and concerning their 
reall endeavours to fatisfie the moſt render confciences, by their 
Lordſhips great complyance with our many delires : All this wee 
leave to the ſearcher of the hearts, and tryer of the reynes, who 
can and will judge thereof : This we can ſay for our ſelves, that to 
this day, we have not received a ſatisfattory Anſwer from their 
Lord(hips unto any cne of our delires preſented to their Lordſhips 
for the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion , but under colonr of yeel- 
ding ſomewhat, our defires were more dangerouſly refuſed, then if 
they had been flatly reje&ed. 

If that which followeth inthe Letter hold good, viz. That it can= 
rot be by any with truth and juſtice alleado+d that their Lordſbips bave in the 
leat meaſure wronged , or violated the true Priviledges and Liberties of the 
Church , we are greatly to be blamed and cenſured for complaining 
in one of our Papers to the Parliament, that their Lordſhips have 

very 
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very muck prejudiced the true priviledges and liberties of this 
Kirke, and tor proteiting {upen that occaiton) againſt fuch prepa- 
ratives, and for preſervation of the liberties of che Kirke in time 
comming. But now how much truth and juſtice wee had for the 
ground of our grievance and proteitation , all who will not ſhut 
their eyes againlt the cleare light may ealily under.tand, For was it 
ever before heard or knowne,thart any ParJiament of this Kingdome 
did without the knowledge and conſent of thoſe who had tor the 
time, the traſt of the publicke affaires of the Kirk,determine, judge, 
and declare, by an agtccedent judgement , matters ſo highly con- 
cerning Religion, as theſe contained in the Parliaments late De- 
claration. Wherein there are not onely dangerons expreſſions con- 
cerning the Confeſſion of Faith, Dire&tory of Worſhip, and Pres- 
byteriall Government(as we have particularly in{tanced in our late 
Declaration _) but likewiſe in the cloſe a ſtrange and new ſenſe pue 
npon the Covenant and Atts of Generall Aﬀemblies , without ſo 
much as firſt conſulting us concerning ſuch a ſenſe thereof, which 
might have bezne prevented if they had conſulted us therein : Not- 
withitanding of all which, the Declaration being communicate to 
us from the High and Honourable Court of Parliament , and wee 
having promiſed a ſpeedy returne thereto, which accordingly after 
eight dayes we performed, (the matter being copious) the Declara- 
tion was ordered by the Parliament to be Printed,and the three de- 
mands contained therein ſent away to Enuland, without ſtaying a 
little for cur Anſwer / which we had let them know we were pre- 
paring ) whereas a very ſhort delay might have by the bleſſing of 
God bronght unto their Lordihips more light , and matter of ſe- 
cond thoughts. . 

We can as ea'ily acquit our ſelves of any incroachments upon the 
nnqueſtionable Rights of Parliament. We are obliged by Solemne 
Covenant ro endeavour the preſervation of the Rights and Privi- 
Tedges of Parliament: And to encroach upon the ſame were indeed a 
hainous crime, wherewith it any ſhall reproach us, ler them take 
heed what the ninth Command will exatt of them ; yet they who 
will remember how in all ages, the moſt faithfull ſervants of God 
have uſually been rradnced as troublers of , and encroachers upon 
the Rights of the Civill Magiſtrate , will not much marvell that 
what hath been, is now. 

- * As to the chree inftances mentioned in the Letter, to =_ 
iS. bo ; taat 


5 | 
that great encroachments are —_ upon their Lordſhips unqueſti- 
onable Rights. Firſt,it is ſaid, hat can be more civil/then to determine 
what Civill duties we 6ug it to pay to our King , or. what Civull powers bee 
eught to be poſſeſſed of? We aske again,whcether ig,gurdaie conteren» 
ces with their Lord hips concerning an engagement in War, there 
was any thing more proper to be inii{t:d upoii by us, then the fecu- 
ring of Religion betore all world!y intereſts, and particularly, that 
ſecuricy may be had from his Ma'«ſty for the point of Religion be- 
fore his reſtitution to the excccite of his Royall power? Muft not 
duties to Gud (whercot the iccuring of Religion is a maine one) 
have the ſfupream and tri place, duticstothe King a ſfubordigate 
and ſecond place? Next as we tavenot determined what Civill 
duties the Parliament ought tv pay to the ling, or what Civill 
powers he wught wo be poſſeiled of; and as it is competent to the 
Par'ijament to judge of Civill dutics bcuween the King and his 
People, in their owne way 3; ſo can we not admit that it is proper 
and competent onely to them to judge of thoſe duties; for the du- 
ties of the ſecond Table as well as of the firit, as namely, the duties 
between” King and Subje&t, Parents and children , Husbands and 
Wives, Maſters and ſervants, and the like, being contained in, and 
to be taught and cleared from the Word of God, are in that reſpedq, 
and ſo far as concerneth the point of conſejence a ſub.e&t of Mini- 
ſteriall DoErine, and in difficult caſes a ſubze& of cognizance , and 
ay 7 pos to the Aﬀ/emblies of the Kirke, And here it is not to bee 
paſſed that the Kirke of Scotland in the large Canteſon of Faith, 
ratified by As of Parliament , did long fince determine the duties 
ofthe King and Subje&s : The like whereof may be ſeen in the 0- 
ther Conteſſions of Faith of the Reformed Chaches - 
Secondly,whereas it is ſaid,[s there any other Authority in ths Kingdens 
but that of the Parliament, and wbat flows frem themt#bat can pretend Authori- 
tative power in the choice of the Inſtrument and Managers of tbeir publik Re- 
ſolutions? We humbly ask,is there anyEcclefiaſtical Authority within 
thisKingdom that hath pretended or doth pretend to ſuch a power? 
for we know no ſuch thing, An Authoritative power and choice of 
the Inſtruments tobe entruſted in Committees of Parliament & Ar- 
mies,doth not belong unto us,but unto the Parliament,Nevertheles 
it was very competent for us an ong other things requiſite for the 
ſafety and ſecurity of Religion and our Solemne Covenant , to re- 
preſent to the Parliament the Qualifications which we judged _ 
"i 2 | Go 
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Gods word to be neceffary in ſuch as are entruſted with the mana- 
ging ot fo great Afﬀaires, and ſo highly concerning our Religion 
and Conſcagces ; Which we have had the more reaſon to iniiſt up- 
on, for our oWhe.angSthers ſatisfation, we being deiired to ioyne 
. and concur in the buſineſſe. Suppoſe a Minifter preaching before 
* theEleQion of Magiſtrates (which is uſuall) and ſhewing fromthe 
Word of God the Qualifications req ifite in Magiſtrates , and that' 
none ought to be choſen but ſuch as are ſo and ſo qualified; who 
will challenge ſuch a Miniſter of afſaming the Authoritative power 
of choofing Magiſtrates? Andif the chooſing of particular Magi- 
ſtrates in Cities and Boroughs contrary to the Rules and Q1alitica- 
tions cf the Word, be fintull and blame-worthy , how much more 
the committing of ſo great a publicke truſt in Committees and Ar- 
mies to divers not qualified with the neceſſary Qualifications. 

To the third Inſtance, which asketh , 7s it a ſubje& for the Diſpute of 
Church Fudicatories, wbether his Majeſty bath a negative voice in Parliament, 
or not? Weanſwer, ſo far as the Scriptures of the Old or New Te- 
ſtament hold forth any = to us, What Power is due, and what is 
not dueto Kings, it well agreeth with our places and callings, to 
communicate ſuch light to others as we ſee need. Wee know no 
Church Judicatory that hath diſputed whether his Majefty hath a 
negative voice in Parliament ; but we had juſt reaſon to ſupplicate 
the Parliament that they might not intereſt themſelves in any quar- 
re!l for his Majeſties Negative voyce, becauſe of the great dangers 
which may thereby come to Religion, not onely by future diſap- 

ointments of the ſo much defired ſettlement of Church affaires, 
bat by quarrelling the Selemne League and Covenant ir ſelte, and 
the begun Reformation and Uniformity in Religion which hath 
| been purchaſed with ſo much pains, hazards, loſſes and ſufferings. 

And now weſhall take all theſe three inſtances joyntly,and make 
this further anſwer to them all. Firſt,although the points had been 
meerly Civill, yer by the Confeſſion of Faith agreed upon by the 
Aſſembly. of Divines at Feftminfer and approved by the Generall 
Afembly of the Church of Scotland as ſound and Orthodox as the 
A& more pgrticularly beareth , we are allowed to apply ourſelves 
to the Parliament by way of humble ſapplication even in Civilt 
matters, The Parliament alſo having in their Declaration expreſ- 
{ed their deſires and reſolutions, that the ſaid Confeſſion of Faith be 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed, have upon the matter allowed us * = 
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plicate their Lordhips concerning ſuch things. Next we fay, that 
in all the three initances which are given, our ſupplications and de- 
fires were to avert what we 'uftly conceived to be deftruRive to Re- 
ligioen : We hope no man will have the face to iay that the Aﬀlſem- 
blies of the Church may ſupplicate againſt dangers of Religion 
which fall within the ficit Table, bur not againſt dangers of Reli- 
gion which fall wichin the ſecond Table, or that they may ſuppli- 
cate againſt dangers of Religion ariiing from other men, but not a- 
gainſt dangers of Religion in which his Majeſty is any way con- 
cerned,or which flow from a bad choice of the Inftruments and ma- 
nagers of publicke reſolutions. 

The Epiſcopall diſeaſe of medling with Civill affaires we truſt 
through Gods mercy, neither hath, nor ſhall have any place among 
the Miniſtry of this Kingdome, who by their Nationall Covenane 
abjared the Civill places and power of Kirk-men. Onely we ſhall 
defire it may be remembred that there were other Epiſcopall diſea- 
ſes and diſtempers belide this, as namely, encroaching upon the li- 
berties and priviledges of Eccleftafticall Aſſemblies, the forcing of 
the conſciences of Gods people, and perſecating ſuch who could 
not in conſcience obey. Wherefore it is neceſſary thac all the Epiſ- 
copall evills and diſorders be carefully avoided. And as we doe not. 
doubt the enſuing Generall Aﬀſembly will doe what ſhall be fit for 
them to prevent the villifying and contemning the authority of 
Parliament, if it be found in danger to be villifed , ſo we humbly 
cnceive they will not be unmindfull to prevent the villifying and 
contemning of the authority of their owne Commiſſioners. 

The following clauſe in the Letter putteth over to theGenerall 
Aſembly any of the Miniſtery, whs ſhall offer to ftir up the Subjes of this 
Kingdome to diſobey oy deny to give Civill obedience to their Lawes , it being 
exprefly provided by the ſecond and third As of King James 6. his 8. Par= * 
liament in Anno 15 84. that none of bis Majeſties Subjeds under the paine of 
Treaſon impuzne the Authority of Parliament. Where firt we ſhall deſire 
that two knowne diſtin&tions, which in this paſſage of the Letter 
ſeemeither to bz confounded or forgotten, may be remembred. Ci- 
vill obedience to As of Parliament is either in things unlawfull 
and contrary to the Word of God, or in things lawfull and right. 
In the former caſe it is a {in to obey : in the latter caſe, a {innot to 
obey. Againe the Authority of Parliament is one thing, an At of 
Parliament another thing; We doe _- acknowledge their Autho- 
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rity when we obey not this or that A&. And whatſoever bee the 
Treaſon of impugning the Authority of Parliament, it can beno 
Treaſon to obey God rather then man : Neither did the Generall 
Afembly of Glaſgow 1638. and ſuch as were aftive for the Covenant 
at that time commit any Treaſon when thcy impugned Epiſcopacy 
and Perth Articles, although ratified and ftrengthened by As of 
Parliament and ſtanding Laws then unrepealed. 

As to the two Ads cited in the Le:ier, if the Order of the Printed 
Ads be followed, the third hath noih'ng in it of what it cis cited 
for, neither know we tor what uſe it can be cited and applyed, ex+ 
cept to the abridging of the Libertics of Eccleiiaſticall Afemblies; 
for it diſchargech all Judicacorics and Judg«ments , Conventions 
and Aﬀemblies Eccleliaſtical!, with ac his Ma «tics ipeciall licence 
and Commandement , which how contrary it is to the word of 
God, to the example ot the primitive Church, to the Judgement of 
found Divines, to the Liberties of this Kirke, and io our Solemne 
Covenants, is more manifeſt then to need that we (houid iniiſt upon 
It. ' But if the Order of the unprinted Aﬀts be followed , the ſecond 
of theſe As doth not mention the Authority of Parliament , bur 
of his Majeſty and his Councell : However we are heartily ſorry for 
the citation of the ads of that Parliament: a Parliament which re- 
introduced Epiſcopacy, and ſo made detefion fromthe Nationall 
Covenant ſworne three yeares betore : For Captaine James Stewart 
then Earle of Arras and Chancellour , and the few Prelates of that 
time contrived and procured fuch Atts of Parliament as might ſerve 
' their ends. The ſame Ads were alleadged and urged by his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner in Anno 1638.for Epiſcopacy,whereunto this Anſwer 
was made at that time, The Acts of Parliament, 1584. are of ſeveral 
natures: but they were proteſted againſt by the Miniſters of Edinburgh in the 
name of the Kirke of Scotland at the Market Crofſe of Edinburgh when they 
were proclaimed, and as they were made in that time which was called the bout 
of darkneſſe of this Kirke Tyranized over bythe Earle of Arran, ſo are they 
repealed, 1542.Cap.114. It is not to be forgotten, That after the ma- 
king of thoſeAdts of Parlament,they were ſo generally difliked by al 
good men;that the chiet Courtiers of that time thought it hecelſary 
to employ Mafter Patrick Adamſon, a chiefe deviſ r of theſe Ads to 
make a Declaration of the meaning thereof in his Majeſties Name; 
which he accordingly perrormed.C oncerning which D«claration the 
faid Maſter Patrick pretended Archbiſhop of St. endrews,did _ 
wards 
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wards in his renunciation make y"4 Confeſſion. As where T am byr- 

thened to be the ſetter forto of a b-oke cared the Kings Declaration wherein 
the woole Order of te Kirke is condemned and traduced; I frote'? be/ore God, 
that jo I was commanded to write tie ſame by tbs Chancellour for the time , but 
chiefly by the Secretary , anotper great Courtier who bimſelfe penned the ſecond 
Adi of Parliament, concerning the Pawcr and Authority of Fad'catory to te ah- 
ſolute in the Kings Power , and that it ſhould not be lawfull for any Subje to 
reclaime from the ſame , under the penalty of the Ai wich I ſuppoſe was 
T reca(on. 

_ that Declaration his Majeſty himſelfe having received a 
ſupplication from divers well-affeted Miniſters with their Ants 
madveriions upon the ſaid Ads of Parliament, did pen with his 
owne hand another Declaration of the mcaning thereof : Bur by 
both thoſe Declarations it may be ea.ily-under:tond, that the faid 
Aﬀs were intended for innovating and changing the Governmeng 
and Diſcipline of this Rirke, for ſetting up Biſhops, and for ſup- 
preſſing the bel: Miniſters, and accordingly they were made uſe 
of afterwards forthe ground of a charge againſt the Miniſters that 
were baniſhed. 

It ſhall not be amiſle here to inſert that part of the Miniſters A 
nimadreriions (given into his Majeſty at that timeYwhich concer- 
neth the ſecond A& of that Parliament ; the word: are theſe, 4s 
concerning the ſecond At, the Narration thereof , appeareth ts bee flande- 
rous againſt ſome of the Miniſtery, which Wwee would wiſh to be reformed or 
otberwiſe conceived , except the truth thereof were verified. And as tothe 
ſub tance of the Ad it ſelfe , # attributeth to your Maieſty a Sovereigne power 
of -Fudgement not onely upon the perſons of your Subjefts, but alſs in all matters 
wherein they or any of them ſhall be apprehended,lummoned, or charged, &c. 
"__ appeareth to bevery ſtrange, the like whereof we heare nt to have been 
prattiſed in any Chriſtian Commonwealth , and cannot ſtand with the Word of 
God, for althoub the perſons of men are ſubject to your Majeſty a-d Civill Tud=- 
ges when they offend againt your Lawes , yet matters Eccleſiaſtical and con= 
ceruing conſcience, no Chri Fian Prince can juſtly claime , nor ever claimed to 
bimſelfe ſuch power to judge. Seeing, the Prince in this behalf is a member of the 
Kirke, and Jeſus Chrif onely the bead , whe onely hath power to give Laws in 
matters of Conſcience; and ſo ſaid the godly Ambroſe, Imperator bonus ins 
tra Eecleſiam non ſupra Eccleſiam eft': And to confound the Zurisdiftion, 
Civill and Ecclefiaſticall, s that thiny wherein men of a good Fudgements 
have juſtly found fault with, in the Pope of Rome , which claimeth ts himſelfe 
the power of both the ſwords ,whicy is as great a fault to a Civill _— to 
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claim and uſurp, and eſpecially te judge upon Doffrine , Errors and Hereſies, 
he nov being placed in Eccleſiaſtical fund@ion to interpret the Scriptures, the 
' warrants hereof out of theword of God we are likewiſe to bring ferth. 

Hereunto we ſhall adde a paſſage out of the recantation of Mr. 
Patricke Adamſon ſubicribed with his hand betore tamous witnefles 
and exhibit to the Synod of Fyfe. the paſlage is this. There are con- 
taived in that ſecond A of Parliament divers others falſe intentions for to de« 
fame the Miniſtrie and to bring the Kirke of God is batred and ervy with their 
Prince and Nobility, burdening and accufing the Miniſters falſly of Sedition, 
end other crimes,wbereof they were innacent(as likewiſe it is written in the ſame 
Aft andDeclaration thereof that Soveraign andSupream power pertaineth ts the 
King in maitersFcclefiaſtical,which is worthy to be condenaned x61 to be _— 
ed among Chriſtian As, where the power of the woru zs 10 be extolled ahove a 
the power of Princes, and to be brought under ſubjefion to the ſame. 

The words of the ſecond Printed Att cited,or the third unprinted 
(fo farte as concerneth the purpoſe of the Letter) we tind to be thus: 
That none of bis Lieges,nor Subjefts preſume or take upon band to impugne the 
dipnity and the Authority of the ſaid three Eſtates, or to ſecke or procure the 
innovation or diminution of the Power and Authority of the ſame three eſtates 
or any of them in time comming,under the paine of Treajon, Theſe words we 
humbly conceive as they relate to the confticution of Parliament 
made of the three Eſtates and:to the Authority thereof, being in 
that manner conſtitated, not to the obedience of their particular 
Ads, ſo ifthey be urged and preſſed according to the meaning and 
intention of the A& before declared, they will conclude under 
Treaſon all who impugne the Power and Authority of Biſhops, Ab- 
bots and Pryors as the third Eftate of Parliament. 

To the concluſion of the Letter wee ſhall need to fay but little, 
having already in other papers expreſſed our ſelves fully, concern- 
ing the unſatisfa&orines ot their Lordſhips Declaration, and the 
ws, four Tre of the prefent engagement ; Which although it bee 

retended to be the ſame cauſe for which this Kingdome hath don 
and ſuffered ſo mnch, yet if it be remembred thar the Kirks defires 
for the point of Religion are not granted, that the wel-affe&ed 
who were moſt zealous in the cauſe from the 'beginning are gene- 
rally againſt this engagement, that it is carried on;by ſach as wer for 
the moſt part diſ-affefted to theCauſe in the beginning,and were a= 
gainſt theformer expe: ditions;that thePublick affaires are intruſted 
Into many new hnds.,ſuch as we cannot be contident of :Theſe and 
the like confiderations will quickly make it appear that the cauſe 
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isnet the ſame, but hugely different from what it was, and that 
the ſame grounds and principles which made us ACtive in further= 
ing che former cxpcditions, h.nder us from furthering this, 
A. Ker. 
Fdinb.10. Junii 1648. | 
The Humble Advice and Petition of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Afſem- 
tly, To the Eenourable Eftates of Parliament. 

VV Hile wee were about preparing of our thoughts concern- 

ing the unſatisfaCtorineſle of a paper communicated unto us 

from your Lordihips upon JYedreſday, being a draught of an Anſwer 

from the Parliament to the ſcverall Petitions of Presbyteries, Sy- 

nods and Shires tendered to them : There was a motion made unto 

us from your Lord{hips by the Lord Ley and the Lord of Armſteun, 

to wave a particular ceturnunto that Paper, ſeeing it was not to be 

looked upon as the ſenſe or mind of the Parliament, in reſpect that 

before the Parliament had taien it into debate or conſideration, 

they did think fit to communicate it to this Commiſſion; and with- 

all to delirethat the Commilſſiuners would be pleaſed to tender un» 

to the Parliament their adviſe, concerning the ſecurity of Religi- 

on in anſwer to the ſeverall Petitions preſented to the Parliament 

of late from Synods, Presbyteries and Shires: Unto which motion 
we make this humble returne. 

For the firltpart of the motion ; We are reſolved to lay aſide the 
conſideration of that Paper, and to make no Repreſentation of our 
thoughts thereupon, it your Lord(hips be pleaſed to make no fur« 
ther uſe thereof, 

As for the other part of the motion, calling for our adviſe con- 
cerning an Anſwer to the Petitions preſented from ſeverall Shires, 
Presbyteries and Synods unto the Parliament : Although we hum- 
bly conceive, your Honours may clearly perceive what is our judg= 
ment by our Papers preſented to your Lord(hips from time to time; 
yet being required we ſhall againe faithfully and freely tender this 
our humble adviſe. 

Wee call to record the ſearcher of all hearts, the Judge of the 
world, that our not concurring with your Lordſhips proceedings 
hitherto, hath not Fowed from want of zeal againſt Seftaries, for 
the ſuppreſſion of whom, and for the advancement of the work of 
Reformation, we are ready to hazzard all in a lawfull way; Nor 
from any remiſſeneſſe in that which concernes his Majeſties true 
Honour and happinefſe, and the preſervation of Monaschical Gos 
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yernm:nt in him and his poſterity, nor from any want of tender- 
nefſe of the priviledges of Parliamenc ; nor from want of Simpa- 
thie with our aflli&ted and oppretſ:d Brethren in Enzland; nor from 
partial] or {1;iſtrous reſpc& to any party or perſon whatſoever 
within the Kingd »me ; But from meer tendernelle in poinr of ſecy- 
rity of Religiun, and the Union between the Kingdygms, and fram 
the unſatistaforinefſe of the grounds of your Lo:d hips Declaraci- 
oN, as hath beene expreſſed moreat length in our Repreſentation : 
Notwithſtanding your Lord hips, to our very great oriefe, have 
proceeded to a Levie, whereby heavy burdens and preſſures have 
vooſy laid upon many taithtull Covenanters, mot forward in all 
former expeditions, and averſe from this, onely for want of fatis- 
fation concerning the neceiity and lawfullneſle thereof, promiſed 
in your Lord(hips late Declaration, but not as yet performed. 

It is therefore our humble advice that the above-mentioned Peti- 
tions being ſo juſt in themſelves, and flowing from the grounds 
aforeſaid, as they ought in cquity to have been granted, fo they 
ought yet to be granted by the ſecuring of Religion,ſtaying the pre- 
ſent Levy ; and according to our former detires by eflaying Treaties 
with England, applications to His Majeſty, and all other faire and 
amicable wayes tor removing the differences betweene the King- 
domes, before ſending any forces to England or any other way of 
engagement in War. And leaſtthe taking of Barwicke and Carli/te 
which is ſo ſcandalous to this Nation) bee looked upon by Exglard 
as a breach of Union on your part ; That your Lord!hips would be 
pleaſed to make it appeare, that neither the Parliament, or any of 
your number have had any acceſſion to the ſurpriſall or ſapplying 
of theſe T ownes, nor {hall we have any correſpondence or comply- 
ance with thoſe who have been aors therein. 

We doe alſo. conceive it neceſſary for ſatisfation of the Peticio- 
ners, That his Maie{ties late ConceTions and offers concerning Re- 
ligion may by your Lord{hips dire&ly and po.itively be declared 
ur.fatisfatory to this preſent Parliament. 

That aſthough we would not be underfto:d, as if we have had,or 
Have, any thoughts of declining the reſtoring of his Ma*«ſty to the 
fame condition Fee was in, by the agreem:nt of both Kingdomes 
when he was taken away by a party of the:\rmy anderSir7,Fairf:x, 
that both Kingdoms, may freely make their Applications to him; 
yet your Lord:hips wonld be plea d to Deciare, That there (hall 
be no engagement for reRyring hisMajelty to one of his _ :vich 
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Honour frecd »me and ſafety (which doth amount to no leffe then 
the reſticrution of his Majeſty to che exerciic of his Ruyal power, for 
thereatons ho!d-n forth in Dur late Repreſen:ation never yet anſwers 
ed)before ſecurity and aJurance bs had from his Majeſty by his ſo- 
lemn Oath under h.s hand and fecal, That ke ſhali for himiclt and his ſuc= 
ceflors, conſent and agree to Acts of Parl.ament, injoynins the League 
and Civenant and tul'y citablithing PresbyrerianG »vernmen:, Dirc&o- 
ry of Worthip,2vd contcilion of Faith 17 all his Majelties Do:mintons; 
and that his Mijcſty ſhall never maxe oppotition to ary of thee, or en- 
deavour any change thereof, 

Thar your Lordihips wil make ic appear that yon mean to be fir from 
intereſting your ſelves in any quarrcll for his Maj,thar may.-pur into his 
Mazeſtics hands ſuch powergas may not only bring the by-gon proceed- 
ings of both K:nzd. inthe League and Covenaat in qucitionghur alſo for 
the time to come make void all the authority of Parl. though proceed- 
ing never ſo rightly in reference to Religion and Libcreies of the King- 
domes. 

That a clear and direc courſe be laid down and declared not only not 
co aflociate nor joyn in Councels or Forces with the Popith, Prelaticall 
or Malignant party,bat alſo to oppoſe and cff-tuilly indcavour to ſup- 
prefie all fuch of them as have already riſcn or ſhal hereafrer rife in Arms 
upon whatſoever pretence,as enemics to the Cauſe andCovenant on the 
one hand; as well as Se&aries on the other, 

That nothing be don in carrying on the engagement, which may break 
the union of the Kingdomes, or may diſcourage or diſ-obliege the Preſ- 
byterian party in England, | 

Becauſe it is our grief, and the grief of ail the well-affefted, that thoſe 
who have been of conſtant and approved integrity in theCauſe and have 

been very inſtrementall under God for our deliverance, ſhou'd be for- 
ced for want of ſatisfaction to their conſciences to leave the ſervice; and 
that others who have not given conſtant proofe of cher mtegrity ad 
faithtulinefle, and againſt whom there 1s jxlt cauſe of excepiion and jea= 
louſte, ſo that we cannot exhort our flocks to be confident of their fide- 
lity; yea, and divers that have been in reall oppoſition to the Cauſe, are 
entruſted with the managipg of your Lordſhips publik reſolutions: That 
therefore your Lordihips will be picated 13 your wiſdyme to provide a 
timous remedy herein. That there be noEngagement, wichour a Solemn 
Oath, wherein the Kirk miy have tae ſame intereſt which chey had in 
the ſok:mn League and Covenanc the Caulc being the ſame, 

As we doe humbly wmGſt wich your Lordibips for ſatistation to our 
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former defires expreſſed in our > ti papers , ſo itis our humble 
petition to your Lord'ihips, That in ſuch things as have beene 
ordaincd by your Lordihips . and part in execution by your Order, 
contrary to lume of theſe d-.ires, tome effetuall remedy may ve 
found out by your Lord{hips wiſdome and goudnefle for the helpe 
thereof; That all who jince the beginning of this Levie, through 
tend: rnetſe of conſcience, have ſuffered any wayes, may be repaired, 
all unuſuall and grievous courſes impoverithing good people ar.d 
utterly diiabling them to ſubuſt, may be hercatrter avoided: and the 
intolerable infſolency, prophaneneſſe, blaſphemies, and manifold 
outrages that of late have appeared in the Souidiers, may be ſe vere- 
ly puniſhed and repreiled ; That nv Ordinance nor Order may iflue 
from your Luid hips in prejudice of the liverties of the Kirxe, and 
of the free exerciſe of any part of the Minifteriall calling,all which 
they have from Jeits Chriſt the onely Head and Law-giver in his 
Kitke, and which your Lord{hips are obliged by ſolemne oath in 
our Covenants to maintaine : And that as it is our griete, that 
whitſt your Lurdfſhips have been ſecking vur advice, you have been 
and are making grievous Ads,as we are informed: ſo we deiire your 
Lordſhips in the feare of God to be wary of making or maintaining 
ſuch Aﬀs;and namely,That you put not the power of arbicrary Go- 
vernment in the hands of any intrutted by your Lord{hips , nor or- 
daine any Oaths to be impoſed or exatted , that may be ſnares to 
mens conſciences, 

All which we ſcricufly recommend ro rour Lordſhips, as you defire not to pro- 
voke againit your ſelves ard your poſterity the wrath cf the moſt High God, 
and th:t the L ord ſhon'd nut arerge the quarreil of a broken Covenant upon the 
Parliame:.t and Kirgdome cf Scortand. Bur if your Lordfſps ſhall be ple:{td to 
hcarken to our hurbie advice , 2nd to ſatisfhe rhe conſcixences of the well-afic ted 
inthe Kingdom: to the worke of Reformation, bv granting their mit defire; Your 
Honours ſhall be bleſlcd of Gnd , the Lord of the whole carrh; the people of God 
ſhall blefle you in the name of the * ord, and bleſle the Lord for you 3; You ſhall 
binde up the wourds cf th.s dftref.d and diftrattzd Kingdome , endear the afte- 
ions of the well-aficRcd . dilappoint the deſfignes of rhe di:aficted , and yeur 
Names ſhall be © prail© vnto the 1 efent and ſvccee ding generations : And wee 
ſha!l powre One [tt 7 lications be fore him who CtÞ th and | dgeth 5mong Gods to 
endve vour Lo: dthips with rhe Sp'rit of counſe!l and of the teare of h's Name; that 
vor Ro: tions may be :ightly o:dered and rendic his gtory, ihe feamries: of Re- 
lig:on the honour ard happinetle cf the Kiog ai. d his poſteruy, avd the peace ar.d 
tatcty of the kuwwgdomes, 
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